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JULIET LINDERMAN 
DAVID DISHNEAU
Associated Press
BALTIMORE (AP) — The 
first effort to convict an 
officer in Freddie Gray’s 
death from a broken neck 
in a Baltimore Police van 
ended Wednesday with a 
hung jury and a mistrial.
Officials appealed for calm 
as small crowds protested 
along streets lined with po-
lice officers. The situation 
was quiet at the intersec-
tion where the worst rioting 
happened in April as parts 
of West Baltimore were set 
on fire.
William Porter’s mistrial is 
a setback for prosecutors 

Officer William Porter, right, one of six Baltimore city police officers charged in connection to the death of Freddie Gray, arrives at 
a courthouse as jury deliberations continue in his trial, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015, in Baltimore Md. 

(AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

Mistrial in 1st Officer’s Trial in Freddie Gray Case  

trying to respond to a citi-
zenry frustrated by violent 
crime and allegations of 
police misconduct. Homi-
cides have soared and the 
pressure on city officials has 
been unrelenting since Bal-
timore City State’s Attorney 

Marilyn Mosby charged six 
officers in Gray’s death.
About 30 protesters chant-
ing “send those killer cops 
to jail” outside the court-
house switched gears 
after the mistrial was an-
nounced, chanting “No 

justice, no peace!” and 
“Black Lives Matter.”
The case hinged not on 
what Porter did, but what 
prosecutors said he didn’t 
do. He was accused of fail-
ing to get medical help for 
a critically wounded Gray 

and was charged with 
manslaughter, assault, mis-
conduct in office and reck-
less endangerment, car-
rying maximum sentences 
totaling 25 years.

Continued on page 3
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JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States ramped up 
pressure Wednesday on Turkey to pull unauthorized 
troops from Iraq, aiming to defuse a dispute that has 
rankled relations between two countries central to 
the fight against the Islamic State group.
Vice President Joe Biden, in a phone call with Iraq’s 
leader, lent credence to Iraq’s claim that its neighbor 
violated its sovereignty by sending reinforcements to 
a training camp in northern Iraq. He told Iraq’s Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi that the deployment “oc-
curred without the prior consent of the Iraqi govern-
ment,” the White House said.
Iraq’s government has been incensed over Turkey’s 
move to send reinforcements to the camp in the 
Bashiqa region, near the IS-held city of Mosul. Aba-
di has demanded that Turkish troops immediately 
withdraw from Iraq’s territory. But Turkey has insisted 
the added troops were needed to protect its forces 
from attacks by IS — a concern that gained new rel-
evance Wednesday when IS militants attacked the 
camp, killing three Iraqi Sunni fighters and wounding 
several Turkish trainers.
The flare-up between Iraq and Turkey has hardened 
into an unwelcome distraction for the U.S., which is 
working to persuade Turkey to step up its fight against 
IS while escalating its own military efforts against the 
extremist group. Biden and other U.S. officials have 
been working the phones for days, urging both Abadi 
and Turkey’s Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu to re-
solve the dispute.
Iraq’s Shiite-led government is under intense domes-
tic pressure to resist the presence of foreign troops 
in the country, both from Sunni countries like Turkey 
and from the United States. Thousands of Shiite militia-
men and supporters have joined rallies demanding 
Turkey’s full withdrawal, chanting, “No to occupa-
tion.” President Barack Obama’s recent decision to 
dispatch about 50 U.S. special forces to Iraq met a 
lukewarm reaction in Baghdad, even though the U.S. 
insisted it coordinated all its military actions with Iraq’s 
government.
The U.S. has been preparing to dispatch Apache at-
tack helicopters and more military advisers to help 
Iraq wrest back the city of Ramadi from IS militants. 
But Abadi has resisted, arguing foreign forces aren’t 
needed to fight IS in Iraq. Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter, who met with Abadi on Wednesday in Bagh-
dad, emerged from the meetings to say there was no 
agreement about accepting more U.S. help.
Since Baghdad lodged its protest, Turkey has halted 
additional deployments and pulled out an unspeci-
fied number of the troops it had recently sent to bol-
ster its ranks at the camp. Biden welcomed that initial 
withdrawal, but insisted it must continue. In a state-
ment, the White House said Biden had called on Tur-
key to pull out “any military forces from Iraqi territory 
that have not been authorized by the Iraqi govern-
ment.”
Turkey has stationed trainers since last year at the 
camp in Bashiqa, where Kurdish and Sunni forces are 
being trained to fight IS.
Even while urging NATO ally Turkey to tread lightly 
in Iraq, the U.S. has been pressing Turkey to step up 
its involvement in the U.S.-led coalition fighting IS. A 
key U.S. priority is for Turkey to finally close a stretch of 
its border with Syria that IS controls on the Syrian side, 
denying the extremist group a crucial corridor for fun-
neling foreign fighters into Syria.q

LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press
BAGHDAD (AP) — Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter said 
Wednesday he came 
away from meetings with 
Iraqi leaders with no agree-
ment on the use of Apache 
attack helicopters or ad-
ditional military advisers in 
the battle to retake the key 
city of Ramadi from Islamic 
State militants.
But he said the U.S. was 
ready to provide such sup-

port if the Iraqis asked.
Speaking to reporters after 
meetings with Iraq Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi 
and others, Carter said 
that as military conditions 
change, the U.S. is pre-
pared to increase its con-
tributions to the fight.
The Obama administration 
has been talking for days 
about “accelerating” the 
fight against IS, but that 
could be complicated 
by Iraq’s reluctance to a 
greater U.S. presence in 
the country, including tools 
such as Apache helicop-
ters and more troops.
“This is a very complex en-
vironment that we’re op-
erating in and we have 
to be attentive to some of 
the political realities that 
surround us every single 
day,” said Lt. Gen. Sean 
MacFarland, top U.S. mili-
tary commander for the 
Islamic State fight. “It’s kind 
of hard to inflict support 

on somebody. So we try to 
provide support.”
The two countries at times 
differ on how to wage the 
war, and any military sup-
port “has to be consistent 
with the way Iraqi security 
forces fight,” said MacFar-
land, speaking to reporters 
at the Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport.
Carter said MacFarland 
and Abadi believe there 
is no military need for the 
Apaches now. And those 

assets should only be used 
when they can make a 
critical, strategic contribu-
tion to the fight. But, he 
said, that doesn’t mean 
they won’t make a differ-
ence “sometime in the fu-
ture.”
A senior U.S. official said 
the U.S. has been mak-
ing preparations and will 
be ready at any moment 
to dispatch the Apaches 
when requested. The of-
ficial was not authorized 
to discuss the matter pub-
licly, so spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. At the 
start of his meeting with 
Abadi, Carter offered a 
short statement on the im-
portance of Iraq’s inde-
pendence “Everything we 
do ... here is subject to the 
approval of the sovereign 
Iraqi government,” Carter 
said. “And I also wanted 
to emphasize to you, the 
respect for sovereignty 
and for Iraq’s territorial sov-

ereignty is a principle that 
the United States strongly 
supports in every context.”
Abadi said he believes 
Iraqi forces are making 
progress. “I think we are on 
the verge of breaking the 
back of Daesh,” he said, 
using the Arabic acronym 
for the Islamic State.
The Iraqi reluctance for U.S. 
assistance also could delay 
any move to embed U.S. 
military advisers with Iraqi 
brigade headquarters. 

The small advisory teams 
wouldn’t be on the front 
lines, but would provide 
better planning advice 
and coordination for the 
Iraqi units, said Army Col. 
Steve Warren, a U.S. mili-
tary spokesman who not-
ed that many Iraqis “don’t 
agree with the American 
presence in this country.”
Carter also talked with 
MacFarland and the Iraqi 
leaders about the new U.S. 
plan to deploy a special 
commando force to Iraq. 
It will be designed to better 
capitalize on intelligence 
in order to target, capture 
and kill Islamic State lead-
ers. Called an “expedition-
ary targeting force,” the 
special operations troops 
would be used to increase 
the pressure on the insur-
gents. Details of the plan 
have not been disclosed, 
and U.S. officials haven’t 
said when they may de-
ploy to Iraq.q

Report: US says Turkey must pull 
its unauthorized forces from Iraq 

U. S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter addresses the U.S. troops at the Incirlik Air Base near Adana, 
Turkey, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015. Carter said the U.S. wants Turkey to better control its border with 
Syria, which could help block the flow of foreign fighters to the Islamic State group, and to more 
forcefully join the U.S.-led coalition “in the air and on the ground.”        (AP Photo)

Carter in Iraq to seek new ways to battle IS
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Mistrial in 1st Officer’s Trial in Freddie Gray Case  

The judge planned to dis-
cuss a possible retrial with 
both sides in his chambers 
on Thursday.
Mayor Stephanie Rawl-
ings Blake and the new 
police commissioner she 
installed after last April’s ri-
ots warned people against 
more violence.
“We will not, we cannot 
be defined by the unrest of 
the spring,” the mayor said.
Attorney Billy Murphy, who 
obtained a $6.4 million 
settlement for Gray’s fam-
ily from the city before Por-
ter’s trial, called the mistrial 
“a temporary bump on the 
road to justice.”
The racially diverse jury of 

A demonstrator is detained outside of the courthouse after a mistrial of Officer William Porter, 
one of six Baltimore city police officers charged in connection to the death of Freddie Gray, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015, in Baltimore.

(AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

Continued from Front
seven men and five wom-
en deliberated for about 
16 hours over three days. 
They indicated they were 
deadlocked on Tuesday, 
but Circuit Judge Barry Wil-
liams told them to keep at 
it, even as he denied their 
requests for help.
“It is clear you will not come 
to a unanimous agree-
ment on any of the four 
charges,” the judge said 
Wednesday. “You have 
clearly been diligent.”
At least two activists were 
arrested.
Porter left the courthouse 
after conferring solemnly 
with defense attorney Jo-
seph Murtha, and was 
shielded by deputies from 
the media. Murtha de-
clined to comment.

Gray was arrested while 
fleeing from officers and 
died April 19, a week after 
his neck was broken inside 
a police van as a seven-
block trip to the station 
turned into a 45-minute 
journey around West Balti-
more. 
The young black man had 
been left handcuffed and 
shackled but without a 
seatbelt in the metal com-
partment. 
The autopsy concluded 
that he probably couldn’t 
brace himself whenever 
the van turned a corner or 
braked suddenly.
Porter is also black, as are 
two of the other five officers 
charged. Race was never 
mentioned during the trial.
It wasn’t clear how the mis-
trial would affect the other 
officers. Prosecutors had 

planned to use Porter’s 
testimony against two of 
them.
Prosecutors argued that 
Porter, who was present at 
five of the van’s six stops, 
was criminally negligent for 
ignoring his department’s 
policy requiring officers to 
seatbelt prisoners, and for 
not calling an ambulance 
even though Gray repeat-
edly said he needed medi-
cal help.
The defense said Porter 
went beyond the call of 
duty when he moved Gray 
to a seated position at one 
point, and told the van 
driver and a supervisor that 
Gray had said “yes” when 
asked if he needed to go 
to a hospital. The driver, Of-
ficer Caesar Goodson, is 
scheduled for trial on Jan. 
6.q

US updates terror alert system  
ALICIA A. CALDWELL
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. updated its terror 
alert system on Wednes-
day, unveiling a new “bul-
letin” category intended 
to better inform the pub-
lic about evolving terrorist 
threats. Homeland Security 
Secretary Jeh Johnson said 
there remains no credible, 
specific terror threat to 
the United States but that 
the department neverthe-
less issued its first bulletin to 
keep the public informed in 
a “new phase of the global 

threat environment.”
Wednesday’s bulletin will 
be in effect until June 16, 
2016 and outlines much of 
what Johnson and other 
federal have said in the 
days and weeks since the 
attacks in Paris and San 
Bernardino.
Johnson reiterated that 
while there’s no specific 
threat, the government 
remains concerned about 
terrorist-inspired extrem-
ists, such as the attackers 
in California who killed 14 
people before dying in a 
shootout with police.q
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KEN THOMAS
Associated Press
OMAHA, Nebraska (AP) 
— Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Hillary Clin-

ton received a public en-
dorsement Wednesday 
from Warren Buffett and 
said she wants to build on 
an Obama administration 

push inspired by the bil-
lionaire investor to raise tax 
rates on the richest Ameri-
cans.Introducing Clinton, 
Buffett offered a litany of 

JULIE PACE
AP White House Correspon-
dent
WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
Republicans, this week’s 
presidential debate high-
lighted a brewing fight to 
define the party’s foreign 
policy posture, exposing di-
visions among candidates 
about the U.S. role in foster-
ing regime change in the 
Middle East and tactics to 
prevent terror attacks at 

home.
The fault lines reflect a 
party still in flux long after 
President George W. Bush’s 
unpopular Iraq war dam-
aged Republicans’ stand-
ing on international issues. 
While there’s little appetite 
among Republican can-
didates for the sweeping 
military intervention and 
nation-building Bush cham-
pioned, most are wary of 
being pegged as isola-

tionists, particularly given 
Americans’ heightened 
fears of terrorism following 
attacks in Paris and San 
Bernardino, California.
“The fundamental debate 
is, well,
 if Bush did too much and 
Obama did too little, what’s 
the right amount of inter-
national engagement?” 
said Richard Fontaine, a 
former foreign policy ad-
viser to Sen. John McCain, 

For GOP candidates, a fight to define party’s foreign policy  

Donald Trump, second from left, makes a point as Ben Carson, left, Ted Cruz, second from right, 
and Jeb Bush look on during the CNN Republican presidential debate at the Venetian Hotel & 
Casino on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015, in Las Vegas. 

(AP Photo/John Locher)

a Republican, and current 
president of the Center for 
New American Security 
think tank.
While foreign policy rarely 
decides presidential elec-
tions except in times of 
war, national security con-
cerns are likely to remain a 
top issue for Americans at 
least through the early vot-
ing contests that begin in 
February. 
As Republican leaders eye 
the general election, they 
believe voters disappoint-
ed with President Barack 
Obama’s foreign policy 
stewardship will be reluc-
tant to elect his former sec-
retary of state, Hillary Clin-
ton, the front-runner for the 
Democratic nomination.
First, though, Republicans 
must work out their own 
divisions, which could be 
viewed most clearly in 
Tuesday’s debate through 
the prism of the rivalry be-
tween Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio and Texas Sen. Ted 
Cruz.
One of the most striking 
contrasts between the sen-
ators centered on how ag-
gressive the U.S. should be 
in seeking to topple Mid-
dle East dictators, some of 
whom have been bulwarks 

against Islamic extremists.
Cruz cast himself as a real-
ist, arguing that while au-
tocrats like Syrian President 
Bashar Assad don’t share 
American values, their 
potential cooperation in 
fighting extremism is pref-
erable to taking a chance 
on whoever might replace 
them.
“If we topple Assad, the re-
sult will be ISIS will take over 
Syria, and it will worsen U.S. 
national security interests,” 
said Cruz, referring to the 
militant group that claimed 
responsibility for the attacks 
in Paris and appears to 
have inspired the California 
shooting. Cruz was backed 
by Republican front-runner 
Donald Trump and Ken-
tucky Sen. Rand Paul, who 
both said the U.S. has high-
er priorities than ousting 
Assad.
Rubio’s view was more 
in line with both the Bush 
and Obama administra-
tions’ calls for backing the 
spread of democracy in 
the Middle East. He argued 
that Assad’s iron grip on 
power in Syria has allowed 
the Islamic State to thrive 
and said he “will not shed 
a tear” if he is pushed from 
power.q

Clinton says she wants to go beyond ‘Buffett rule’ on taxes

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, accompanied by billionaire investor Warren 
Buffett and his daughter Susie, speaks at a Grassroots Organizing Event in Omaha, Neb., 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. 

(AP Photo/Nati Harnik)

statistics describing a grow-
ing chasm between Ameri-
ca’s rich and poor, lament-
ing, “millions and millions 
and millions of Americans 
have been left behind.” 
Buffett was the namesake 
for the push by the Obama 
administration to seek a tax 
rate of 30 percent on those 
earning $1 million or more.
“I want to go even further, 
because Warren is 100 
percent right, as usual,” 
Clinton said at a rally in 
Omaha, Nebraska. “I want 
to be the president for the 
struggling, the striving and 
the successful.” The for-
mer secretary of state is 
the solid front-runner for 
the Democratic nomina-
tion, facing two rivals in the 
state-by-state primary con-
tests that begin in February. 
On the Republican side, bil-
lionaire real estate mogul 
Donald Trump continues 
to lead a crowded field, 

with Senators Ted Cruz and 
Marco Rubio looking to 
surge and former Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush struggling to 
stay in the mix. Buffett said 
he would be “delighted” if 
Clinton takes the oath of 
office, asserting that she 
will not forget about mid-
dle-class Americans. The 
famed investor said he had 
watched all of the Repub-
lican presidential debates 
but Clinton was a bet-
ter choice for voters.“You 
know, I used to love Ab-
bott and Costello,” he said. 
“Vaudeville was never this 
good,” he added, sug-
gesting the Republican de-
bates have been comedy. 
Clinton was campaigning 
in deeply conservative Ne-
braska, which is holding its 
primary contest on March 
5. Clinton says she wants 
Democrats to tell their Re-
publican friends: “I don’t 
have horns.” q
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MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Reserve is raising 
interest rates from record 
lows set at the depths of 
the 2008 financial crisis, a 
shift that heralds modestly 
higher rates on some loans.
The Fed coupled its first rate 
hike in nine years with a sig-
nal that further increases 
will likely be made slowly as 
the economy strengthens 
further and inflation rises 
from undesirably low levels.
Wednesday’s action sig-
naled the central bank’s 
belief that the economy 
has finally regained enough 
strength 6½ years after the 
Great Recession ended to 
withstand modestly higher 
borrowing rates.
“The Fed’s decision today 
reflects our confidence in 
the U.S. economy,” Chair 
Janet Yellen said at a news 
conference.
The Fed said in a statement 
after its latest meeting that 
it was lifting its key rate by 
a quarter-point to a range 
of 0.25 percent to 0.5 per-
cent. Its move ends an ex-
traordinary seven-year pe-
riod of near-zero borrowing 
rates. But the Fed’s state-
ment suggested that rates 
would remain historically 
low well into the future, say-
ing it expects “only gradual 
increases.”
“The Fed reaffirmed that 
the pace of rate hikes 
would be slow,” James 
Marple, senior economist 
at TD Economics wrote in a 
research note. “The Fed’s 
expectations for rate hikes 
next year are set alongside 
a relatively cautious and 
entirely achievable eco-
nomic outlook.”
Stocks closed up sharply 
higher. The Dow Jones in-
dustrial average, which 
had been up modestly be-
fore the announcement, 
gained 224 points, or 1.3 
percent, for the day.
The bond market didn’t re-
act much. The yield on the 
10-year Treasury note rose 
slightly to 2.29 percent.
Rates on mortgages and 
car loans aren’t expected 
to rise much soon. The Fed’s 
benchmark rate doesn’t 
directly affect them. Long-
term mortgages, for exam-
ple, tend to track 10-year 

U.S. Treasury yields, which 
will likely stay low as long as 
inflation does and investors 
keep buying Treasurys.
But rates on some other 
loans, like credit cards and 
home equity credit lines, 
will likely rise, though prob-
ably only slightly as long as 
the Fed’s rate hikes remain 
modest.
Shortly after the Fed’s an-
nouncement, major banks 
began announcing that 
they were raising their 
prime lending rate from 
3.25 percent to 3.50 per-
cent. The prime rate is a 
benchmark for some types 
of consumer loans such as 
home equity loans. Wells 
Fargo was the first bank to 
announce the rate hike.
Among other things, the 
Fed’s low-interest rate poli-
cies have helped jump-
start auto sales, which are 
on track to reach a record 
17.5 million this year. And 
the Fed’s first hike may not 
slow them.
Steven Szakaly, chief econ-
omist for the National Au-
tomobile Dealers Associa-
tion, says dealers will press 
financing companies to 
keep loan rates low. And 
competition for buyers will 
spur them to take other 
steps to hold down rates, 
such as accepting lower 
profits.
 The rate squeeze will hap-
pen between the dealer 
and its finance company 
rather than the dealer and 
the consumers,” Szakaly 
said. “Consumers won’t 
even feel it.” For months, 
Yellen and other Fed of-
ficials have said they ex-
pected any rate hikes to 
be small and gradual. But 
nervous investors have 
been looking for further as-
surances.
Yellen indicated that 
Wednesday’s rate hike 
was partially defensive. If 
rates stayed at near zero, 
the Fed might not have the 
tools to combat a reces-
sion. “We’ve worried about 
the fact that with interest 
rates at zero, we have less 
scope to respond to nega-
tive shocks,” she said at her 
news conference.
When growth struggles, 
the Fed often cuts rates to 
help increase the amount 
of cash flowing through 

Fed raises its key interest rate from record low near zero

Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen arrives for a news conference in Washington, Wednesday, 
Dec. 16, 2015, to speak following an announcement that the Federal Reserve raised its key interest 
rate by quarter-point, heralding higher lending rates in an economy much sturdier than the one 
the Fed helped rescue in 2008. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh)

the economy. But by stay-
ing close to zero, the Fed 

would be unable to cut 
rates or it would be forced 

to have negative rates for 
the first time in its history.q
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 FBI: Calif. shooters privately discussed commitment to jihad  

 Christian college professor wearing headscarf put on leave  

Man gets 8 years in X-ray weapon plot that targeted Muslims  
MICHAEL VIRTANEN
Associated Press
ALBANY, New York (AP) — 
An upstate New York man 
who admitted building a 
remote control for a mobile 
X-ray device intended to 
kill Muslims has been sen-
tenced to eight years in 
prison.
Eric Feight, 57, pleaded 
guilty in 2014 to providing 
material support to ter-
rorists. He was sentenced 

Wednesday in federal 
court in Albany. Feight, a 
control systems engineer, 
told U.S. District Judge Gary 
Sharpe that co-defendant 
Glendon Scott Crawford 
first approached him to 
help create a mobile X-ray 
to sterilize medical waste, 
only later telling him it could 
be used to target Muslim 
terrorist cells operating in 
the U.S. “Potential targets 
were never discussed with 

me,” Feight said. The mar-
ried father of three said he 
became afraid to drop out 
after Crawford introduced 
him to two seemingly dan-
gerous investors in the proj-
ect, actually FBI undercov-
er agents.
He procrastinated for six 
months in delivering the 
remote control while re-
fusing to integrate it to di-
rectly operate the actual 
X-ray machine the agents 

brought, adding he didn’t 
think it would work, he said.
“You understood what 
it was you were doing,” 
Sharpe said. The machine 
could have worked and 
killed people as intend-
ed, he said. “It’s bizarre 
somebody with your back-
ground, your intelligence 
and your experience would 
be listening to Crawford’s 
nonsense,” Sharpe said.
Feight’s sentence was 

shorter than the 15 years 
prosecutors requested.
Crawford, 51, an indus-
trial mechanic at General 
Electric in Schenectady, 
where Feight was a sub-
contractor, was convicted 
of attempting to produce 
a deadly radiological de-
vice, conspiring to use a 
weapon of mass destruc-
tion and distributing infor-
mation about weapons of 
mass destruction. q

COLLEEN LONG
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — The 
husband-and-wife team 
who killed 14 people and 
wounded 21 others this 
month in San Bernardino, 
California, communicated 
privately about jihad and 
martyrdom before they 
were married, but there 
is no evidence to suggest 
the couple revealed those 
thoughts publicly on social 
media, the FBI director said 
Wednesday.
“We can see from our in-
vestigation that in late 
2013, before there is a 

physical meeting of these 
two people resulting in their 
engagement and then 
their journey to the United 
States, they’re communi-
cating online, showing signs 
in their communication of 
their joint commitment to 
jihad and to martyrdom,” 
James Comey said after a 
New York conference in-
volving the city’s police de-
partment and private busi-
nesses.
Comey said those messag-
es between Syed Rizwan 
Farook and Tashfeen Malik 
were direct, private mes-
sages.

“So far, in this investiga-
tion we have found no evi-
dence of posting on social 
media by either of them 
at that period in time and 
thereafter reflecting their 
commitment to jihad or to 
martyrdom,” he said.
Comey appeared to be 
referring to media reports 
suggesting that Malik had 
spoken openly on social 
media about jihad and 
that background checks 
had not detected those 
comments.
Comey also said the July 
16 attack in two military 
sites Chattanooga, dur-

ing which five U.S. service 
members were killed, was 
“inspired and motivated 
by foreign terrorist propa-
ganda.” 
The FBI had previously hesi-
tated touse the word terror-
ism in relation to the attack.
Comey said he under-
stands Americans are jit-
tery, but citizens should try 
to channel their awareness 
into vigilance, not panic. 
He said the threat from the 
Islamic State group has not 
changed — but it’s vastly 
different from how terror 
cells operated around the 
time of the Sept. 11 attack.

“Your parents’ al-Qaida is 
a very different model and 
was a very different threat 
that what we face today,” 
he said.
The message is so much 
easier to receive now, he 
said. Islamic State opera-
tives reach out via social 
media, and they want ea-
ger followers to join the 
fight at the Syria-Iraq bor-
der or kill where they are. 
And they useencrypted 
messaging programs that 
no one can access — not 
even the companies who 
make them. q

Wheaton College associate professor Larycia Hawkins, center, is greeted with applause from sup-
porters as she begins her remarks during a news conference Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015, in Chi-
cago. 

(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)

JASON KEYSER 
CARLA JOHNSON
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — A pro-
fessor at a suburban Chi-
cago Christian college 
who has been placed on 
administrative leave af-
ter donning a headscarf 
to demonstrate solidarity 

with Muslims said Wednes-
day that her actions are 
demonstrations of her own 
faith.
Larycia Hawkins, who is a 
Christian and an associ-
ate professor of political 
science at Wheaton Col-
lege, a private evangelical 
school west of Chicago, 

was put on leave Tuesday. 
In recent days, she began 
wearing a hijab, the heads-
carf worn by some Muslim 
women, to counter what 
she called the “vitriolic” 
rhetoric against Muslims in 
recent weeks.
“In the spirit of Advent, my 
actions were motivated 

by a desire to live out my 
faith. Period,” Hawkins said 
Wednesday at a news 
conference at a Chicago 
church. Advent is the sea-
son leading up to Christ-
mas.
With fears of terrorism sim-
mering and Donald Trump 
calling for Muslims to be 
blocked from entering the 
United States, many Ameri-
can Muslims are on edge. 
Hawkins said she felt it was 
important to show solidarity 
with Muslims in the country.
“Theoretical solidarity is not 
solidarity,” the tenured fac-
ulty member said.
Supporters at the news con-
ference included Whea-
ton students and Christian 
leaders who called for her 
reinstatement.
The college said in a state-
ment Tuesday that it placed 
her on leave because of 
statements she made on 
social media about simi-
larities between Islam and 
Christianity.
“In response to significant 
questions regarding the 

theological implications of 
statements that Associate 
Professor of Political Sci-
ence Dr. Larycia Hawkins 
has made about the rela-
tionship of Christianity to Is-
lam, Wheaton College has 
placed her on administra-
tive leave, pending the full 
review to which she is en-
titled as a tenured faculty 
member,” the statement 
read.
A college spokeswoman 
did not return messages 
seeking more information 
about what precisely led to 
the decision.
In its written statement said 
the college had “no stated 
position” on the wearing of 
headscarves as a gesture 
of care and concern. But it 
also said that “overtures of 
Christian friendship must be 
enacted with theological 
clarity as well as compas-
sion.”
Hawkins also said “I affirm 
the creeds of the church,” 
adding that she hopes for 
an amicable resolution 
with the college.q
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JOSH BOAK
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
big jump in apartment 
construction in the Mid-
west and South boosted 
the pace of homebuild-
ing in November, marking 
a solid bounce back after 
tumbling in October. Con-
struction of single-family 
houses also increased and 
reached an eight-year 
high.
The Commerce Depart-
ment said Wednesday that 
total housing starts — both 
houses and apartments— 
climbed 10.5 last month 
to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 1.17 mil-
lion homes. The increase 
reversed much of drop in 
stars during October.
There has been a sharp 
growth in homebuild-
ing, with starts having in-
creased 11 percent so far 
this year. Solid hiring over 
the past two years and 
relatively low interest rates 
have buoyed the real es-
tate market, encouraging 
more people to upgrade 
to two new houses and 
sign rental leases.
Single-family house con-
struction rose 7.6 percent 
last month to 768,000, the 
best reading since January 
2008. The building of multi-
family complexes, primar-
ily apartments, advanced 
18.1 percent.
The gains appear likely 
to continue over the next 
few months. Building per-
mits rose 11 percent in No-
vember to an annual rate 
of 1.29 million, with almost 
all of the increase coming 
from apartments. The addi-
tional permits suggest new-
found momentum in con-
struction after a choppy 
few months where growth 
appeared to be stalling.
“An upward trend in total 
housing construction ap-

pears to be re-emerging, 
following the slowdown 
in the summer,” said Ian 
Shepherdson, chief econ-
omist at Pantheon Macro-
economics.
Still, construction is recover-
ing from the depths of the 
Great Recession as starts 
remain short of the 1.5 mil-
lion rate that housing sec-
tor analysts associate with 
a healthy market.
Michelle Meyer, an econo-
mist at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, estimates 
that housing starts will av-
erage 1.28 million in 2016 
and 1.4 million in 2017. Fuel-
ing the gains will be millen-
nials graduating college 
and leaving their parents’ 
homes for rentals, while a 
share of owners upgrade 
to new houses.
New construction has in-
creasingly focused on high-
er-end buyers and renters, 
doing little to alleviate the 
price pressures faced by 
many Americans. The me-
dian rent on a newly built 
apartment was $1,372 a 
month in 2014, about $500 
more a month than what 
about half of renters could 
afford without being finan-
cially burdened, accord-
ing to a recent analysis by 
Harvard University’s Joint 
Center for Housing Studies.
New homes sold for a me-
dian price of $281,500 in 
October, according to the 
Commerce Department. 
That represents a $61,900 
premium on the median 
sales price for an existing 
home, according to the 
National Association of Re-
altors.
Builders are confident that 
demand from buyers will 
remain robust, although 
the view of the market 
has dimmed over the past 
three months.
The National Association of 
Home Builders/Wells Fargo 

builder sentiment index re-
leased Tuesday slipped in 
December to 61, the sec-
ond straight monthly de-
cline.

Readings above 50 indi-
cate more builders view 
sales conditions as good, 
rather than poor. The in-
dex has been consistently 

above 50 since July last 
year, although it has been 
below that critical thresh-
old in the Northeast for 
much of 2015.q

A worker helps to frame a new home at a housing tract in Las Vegas. A big jump in apartment 
construction in the Midwest and South boosted the pace of homebuilding in November, marking 
a solid bounce back after tumbling in October.               (AP Photo/John Locher)

US Financial Front:
November home construction recovers after October slide 
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AHMED AL-HAJ
Associated Press
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 
Clashes were underway 
Wednesday along several 
front lines in Yemen, claim-
ing at least 42 lives and 
undermining a day-old 
cease-fire and peace talks 
between the international-
ly recognized government 
and Shiite rebels taking 
place in Switzerland.
The U.N.-brokered talks 
that began Tuesday were 
meant to give Yemen’s 
warring factions a chance 
to find a solution to the 
conflict that has engulfed 
the Arab world’s poorest 
country.
At the same time, an 
agreed-on cease-fire went 
into effect on the ground, 

meant to last a week. But 
as fighters on both sides ig-
nored the truce, expecta-
tions for the negotiations 
were low.
In the capital, Sanaa, a 
high-profile official from 
the rebels, also known 
as Houthis, warned on 
Wednesday that it will not 
be possible to continue the 
talks unless the cease-fire 
holds. According to securi-
ty officials, fighting was un-
derway for a second day 
Wednesday in the prov-
inces of Ibb, Bayda, Marib, 
Jawf, and Taiz. In the be-
sieged city of Taiz, shelling 
by Houthis killed six civil-
ians, said the officials who 
are neutral in the conflict. 
They spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they 

were not authorized to talk 
to reporters.
The officials also said the 
42 were killed since the 
cease-fire started, add-
ing that field command-
ers and fighters from both 
sides had been ignoring 
cease-fire orders, a worry-
ing sign that political lead-
ership was losing control of 
fighters on the ground.
Yemen’s conflict pits the 
rebels and army units loy-
al to former President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh against 
forces of the international-
ly recognized government, 
allied with southern sepa-
ratists, religious extremists 
and other militants. The 
government is backed by 
a Saudi-led coalition.
Later in the day, other in-

dependent officials who 
also spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to talk 
to the media, said that ne-
gotiations were underway 
over the release of some 
500 prisoners from both 
sides. The chances of such 
a deal occurring were not 
immediately clear.
According to U.N. figures, 
the war in Yemen has killed 
at least 5,884 people since 
March, when the fight-
ing escalated after the 
Saudi-led coalition began 
launching airstrikes target-
ing the rebels.
Previous efforts to end the 
violence have ended in 
failure, as the government 
insisted the Houthis com-
ply with a U.N. resolution 

that requires them to hand 
over weapons and with-
draw from territory they 
captured over the past 
year, including the capital, 
Sanaa. The Houthis have 
demanded the country’s 
political future be decided 
through negotiations.
In the past, the rebels have 
said they are willing to hon-
or the U.N. resolution but 
did not specify to whom 
they would hand over 
weapons and territory. Ye-
men’s civil war has also 
divided the armed forces, 
which have units loyal to 
ousted president Saleh, a 
Houthi ally, and others who 
answer to the internation-
ally recognized govern-
ment of President Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi.q

ZEINA KARAM
Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — Weeks of Rus-
sian airstrikes in Syria appear 
to have restored enough 
momentum to the govern-
ment side to convince Pres-
ident Bashar Assad's foes 
and the world community 
that even if he doesn't win 
the war he cannot quickly 
be removed by force.
That realization, combined 
with the growing sense that 
the world's No. 1 priority is 
the destruction of the Is-
lamic State group, has led 
many to acknowledge that 
however unpalatable his 
conduct of the war, Assad 
will have to be tolerated for 
at least some time further.
The most dramatic sign of 
that came Tuesday with 
the statement by U.S. Sec-
retary of State John Kerry 
that Assad's future will be 
determined by the Syrian 
people, suggesting in the 
clearest way yet that he 
can stay on for now and be 
part of a transition.
That statement — less a re-
versal than the culmination 
of a rethink that had been 
underway for months — 
was doubly piquant com-
ing in Moscow, where Kerry 
was discussing the Syria 
question with Russian offi-
cials.
"The Russians with their mili-
tary intervention have ba-
sically said you can refuse 

to talk to Bashar Assad, but 
that means that you won't 
get a political solution," said 
Yezid Sayigh, a senior asso-
ciate at the Carnegie Mid-
dle East Center in Beirut. "If 
you do want that, then you 
have to deal with this man."
Still, significant gaps remain 
between the U.S. and Rus-
sia on Assad's future, U.S. 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations Samantha Power 
said Wednesday, empha-
sizing that the U.S. position 
on Assad has not changed. 
"There is going to have to 
be a political transition, and 
Assad will have to go," Pow-
er told reporters ahead of a 
major international confer-
ence on Syria in New York 
on Friday.
Russia, a key backer of 
Assad, began a cam-
paign of airstrikes in Syria on 
Sept. 30 at a critical junc-
ture in the civil war, when 
Assad's forces were fast 
losing ground to the rebels 
around areas considered 
key to the government's 
survival.
While Moscow says its air-
strikes target the Islamic 
State group and other "ter-
rorists" in Syria, much of the 
Russian air campaign has 
focused on more moderate 
forces fighting Assad in the 
country's central and north-
ern region where IS has little 
or no presence.
The results have been slow 

in coming. Despite nearly 
11 weeks of crushing Rus-
sian airstrikes, government 

troops aided by Lebanese 
Hezbollah and Iranian al-
lied forces have failed to 
reverse losses in the north-
ern province of Idlib and in 
Palmyra, the ancient desert 
town in central Syria that fell 
to the Islamic State group 
over the summer.
The Russian airstrikes, how-
ever, have helped Assad 

slow or halt rebel advances 
on several fronts — and he 
has captured dozens of vil-

lages in northern and west-
ern Syria.
The government's big-
gest victory so far was last 
month's lifting of a three-
year siege on the military air 
base of Kweiras by extrem-
ist groups in the northern 
province of Aleppo.
That was followed Monday 
by Syrian troops' capture of 

a sprawling military air base 
near Damascus that had 
been held by rebels for the 

past three years, bolstering 
the government's presence 
in an area overwhelmingly 
controlled by opposition 
forces. And on Wednes-
day, government forces 
captured a strategic moun-
tain in the northwest, inch-
ing closer to a rebel-held 
stronghold in the coastal 
province of Latakia.q

In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, shows Syrian President Bashar 
Assad, speaks during an interview with the Spanish news agency EFE, in Damascus, Syria. Assad 
said in the interview that Saudi Arabia, the United States and some Western countries want 
“terrorist groups” to join peace negotiations to try end Syria’s civil war. The Syrian government 
refers to all insurgent groups as terrorists.                   (SANA via AP)

Russian airstrikes restore Syrian military balance of power 

Ongoing fighting in Yemen undermines cease-fire, peace talks 
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QASSIM ZAHRA
Associated Press
BAGHDAD (AP) — In a re-
mote desert area in south-
ern Iraq, unidentified gun-
men driving in SUVs raided 
a camp for falconry hunt-
ers on Wednesday, ab-
ducting up to 26 Qataris, 
Iraqi officials said. The gun-
men raided the camp lo-
cated in the desert in Sa-
mawah province at dawn, 
snatching between 19 and 
26 Qataris, Ahmed Manfi, a 
member of the provincial 

council, told The Associ-
ated Press. Two Iraqi intel-
ligence officers were also 
abducted but were later 
released, Manfi added.
Iraq’s Interior Ministry said 
the aim of the abduction 
was “to achieve political 
and media goals.” A min-
istry statement said police 
were carrying out search 
operations in the area.
Qatar’s Foreign Minis-
try said in a statement 
Wednesday evening that it 
has contacted “Iraqi gov-

ernment and concerned 
entities at the highest secu-
rity and political levels” to 
ascertain details of what 
happened and to try to se-
cure the hunters’ release.
The Qatari statement said 
the hunters entered Iraq on 
an official permit from the 
Iraqi Interior Ministry and in 
coordination with the Iraqi 
Embassy in Doha. It did not 
specify how many were 
abducted or provide de-
tails on their identities.
Qatari Foreign Minister 

Khalid bin Mohammed al-
Attiyah spoke with his Iraqi 
counterpart by phone 
about the matter, accord-
ing to another statement 
carried on the Gulf coun-
try’s state news agency.
Samawah is located on 
the Euphrates River, about 
370 kilometers (230 miles) 
southeast of the Iraqi capi-
tal, Baghdad. Hunters from 
Gulf states, mainly Qatar, 
often visit Iraq’s vast west-
ern and southern des-
ert areas for hunting and 

purchasing falcons. Iraqi 
authorities approve the 
expeditions and provide 
protective forces that ac-
company the hunters.
Qatar is seen by Iraqis as 
a main supporter of Sunni 
militant groups, mainly the 
Islamic State group, which 
has captured large swaths 
of land in Iraq and neigh-
boring Syria. Qatar de-
nies supporting extremist 
groups, including IS, and is 
part of the U.S.-led coali-
tion battling the group.q

ALAN CLENDENNING
Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — A young 
man punched Spanish 
Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy hard in the head 
Wednesday evening after 
managing to get next to 
him at a campaign ap-
pearance in the northern 
city where Rajoy grew up.
The unidentified attacker 
was standing next to Ra-
joy on a street in the city of 
Pontevedra in the Galicia 
region while he talked to a 
crowd, then pulled his arm 
back and delivered a pun-
ishing left hook to Rajoy’s 
left check.
Video on Spanish TV 
showed Rajoy falling to-
ward the ground from the 
impact but being propped 
up by others around him.
Spanish media reported 
that Rajoy’s attacker was 

17. Video showed him be-
ing detained by security 
guards and then taken in 
handcuffs from a build-
ing, raising his hands and 
thumbs into the air in an 
apparent victory sign.
Rajoy’s face was bruised 
in photos of him after the 
attack but he did not ap-
pear to be seriously injured, 
though Spanish media said 
his glasses were knocked to 
the ground and crushed.
Rajoy later appeared, smil-
ing but without his glasses, 
at a campaign appear-
ance in the nearby city of 
A Coruna.
Development Minister Ana 
Pastor confirmed the as-
sault in a tweet, telling Ra-
joy she had no words “to 
express my indignation for 
the aggression you suf-
fered on the streets of Pon-
tevedra.”

Polls say the Popular Party 
will win in Sunday’s general 
election but won’t regain 
the majority it has in par-

liament following years of 
unpopular austerity cuts 
hitting cherished national 
health care and public ed-

ucation plus tax hikes Ra-
joy promised he would not 
impose before his party’s 
landslide 2011 victory.q

PARIS (AP) — France’s 
interior minister asked ju-
dicial police on Wednes-
day to look into tweets 
by far-right leader Marine 
Le Pen of gruesome pho-
tos of executions by the 
Islamic State group — her 
response to a broadcast 
journalist broadly compar-
ing her party to the orga-

nization.
Le Pen tweeted the photos 
after Jean-Jacques Bour-
din, known for his brash 
style, said on BFM TV that 
her National Front party 
and IS both focus on iden-
tity, so share a “community 
of spirit.”
“Daesh is THIS!” Le Pen said 
in angry tweets showing 

executions, using the Ara-
bic acronym for the group. 
But her effort to make a 
distinction between her 
anti-immigration party and 
the Islamic State group ap-
pears to have backfired.
The incident comes three 
days after Le Pen’s Nation-
al Front suffered a stinging 
defeat in critical regional 

elections on Sunday, fail-
ing to take any regions, a 
personal humiliation for Le 
Pen who ran in the north. 
However, she came out 
victorious in a legal bat-
tle Tuesday when a Lyon 
court acquitted her of in-
citing hatred for denounc-
ing prayers in the streets by 
Muslims.

Interior Minister Bernard 
Cazeneuve, asked about 
the tweets in parliament, 
told lawmakers he has tak-
en the case to a section 
of the judicial police that 
deals with illicit content on 
the Internet so it can look 
into the matter “as it does 
each time these photos 
are diffused.”q

Iraqi official: Gunmen abduct up to 26 Qatari hunters 

French minister puts police on far-right leader’s IS tweets 

Spain’s Prime Minister and right wing Popular Party candidate Mariano Rajoy, center left, kisses 
a woman during a campaign rally at Las Rozas bullring, near Madrid, Spain. The Spanish general 
elections will be held on Sunday, Dec. 20.          (AP Photo/Daniel Ochoa de Olza)

Spanish PM punched hard in head at campaign appearance 
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EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon warned Wednesday 
that Burundi is on the brink 
of a civil war that could en-
gulf the region.
Burundi has been in turmoil 
since the April announce-
ment that President Pierre 
Nkurunziza would seek a 
third term in office, which 
he won in a disputed elec-
tion in July. More than 300 
people have been killed, 
about 215,000 others have 
fled Burundi since April, and 
violence has escalated.
The U.N. chief expressed 

alarm at the “chilling” es-
calation in violence be-
tween government forces 
and armed fighters.
At least 87 people, includ-
ing eight security men, 
died Friday when an un-
identified group of more 
than 150 people attacked 
three military facilities. 
Rights groups say this was 
the worst violence since 
the crisis over presiden-
tial term limits began with 
street protests that boiled 
over into the attempted 
military coup in May.
Ban told a news confer-
ence his special adviser, 
Jamal Benomar, will travel 

to the region before the 
end of the week to press 
the African Union, regional 
groups, neighboring coun-
tries and Burundi’s govern-
ment to urgently start a po-
litical dialogue involving all 
parties. “We must do all we 
can to prevent mass vio-
lence and act decisively 
should it erupt,” he said.
Ban said the U.N. may have 
to ramp up its presence 
and activities depending 
on the situation. He recom-
mended that Benomar’s 
mission be beefed up, 
which is already happen-
ing. He also outlined two 
other options to the U.N. 

Security Council — a politi-
cal mission and a peace-
keeping force. U.S. Ambas-
sador Samantha Power 
called the situation in Bu-
rundi “horrific” and stressed 
that there is currently no 
dialogue among the par-
ties on the ground. She 
warned of the risk that the 
conflict will become “more 
of an ethnic conflict than a 
political one.” Power said 
Ban will discuss the crisis 
with the Security Council 
later Tuesday. Many coun-
cil members are eager to 
see the U.N. speed up its 
contingency planning, she 
said.q

MICHELLE FAUL
Associated Press
LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Hu-
man rights advocates and 
the United States called for 
an investigation following 
the Nigerian army’s raid on 

a Shiite sect in which hun-
dreds of people were re-
portedly killed. Details of the 
weekend violence in Zaria 
have been slow to emerge, 
with the three attacked ar-
eas of the northern town on 

lockdown as late as Tues-
day, with no one allowed to 
enter or leave. “The United 
States calls on the Govern-
ment of Nigeria to quickly, 
credibly, and transparently 
investigate these events in 

Zaria and hold to account 
any individuals found to 
have committed crimes,” 
the U.S. Embassy said in a 
statement Wednesday.
“It is essential that all sides 
refrain from actions that 
further destabilize the situ-
ation,” U.S. Ambassador 
James Entwhistle added. 
He said he expects that a 
visit to Zaria on Tuesday by 
Nigeria’s interior minister is a 
first step in a “timely, trans-
parent investigation.”
The bloodshed was yet an-
other blow to Africa’s most 
populous nation, already 
beset by a 6-year-old in-
surgency waged by Boko 
Haram, a violent Islamic 
group which is at odds with 
the Shiites and others who 
oppose its extremist views.
Amnesty International said 
in a statement late Tuesday 
that the shooting of mem-
bers of the Shiite group in 
Zaria “must be urgently 
investigated ... and any-
one found responsible for 

unlawful killings must be 
brought to justice.”
“Whilst the final death toll is 
unclear, there is no doubt 
of that there has been a 
substantial loss of life at the 
hands of the military,” said 
M.K. Ibrahim, director of 
Amnesty International, Ni-
geria. Spokesman Ibrahim 
Musa of the Shiite Islamic 
Movement in Nigeria said 
soldiers on Monday carried 
away about 200 bodies 
from around the home of 
the head of the sect, Ibra-
heem Zakzaky — who was 
himself badly wounded 
and whose whereabouts 
have not been disclosed by 
the authorities — and hun-
dreds more corpses were in 
the mortuary. Human rights 
activists said hundreds of 
people, perhaps as many 
as 1,000, were killed.
The military has said Zakza-
ky is in its “safe custody.”
The army said troops at-
tacked sites in Zaria after 
500 Shiites blocked the con-
voy of Nigeria’s army chief, 
and tried to kill him on Satur-
day. A report from the mili-
tary police said some Shi-
ites were crawling through 
tall grass toward Gen. Tukur 
Buratai’s vehicle “with the 
intent to attack the vehicle 
with (a) petrol bomb” while 
others “suddenly resorted 
to firing gunshots from the 
direction of the mosque.”
In a statement Monday, the 
army said there was “loss of 
lives as a result of the Shiite 
group members blocking 
roads and not allowing oth-
er passers-by to go about 
their lawful businesses and 
activities,” and added that 
“as soon as order is restored 
... the police will conduct 
an enquiry and the public 
will be informed.”q

Muslims students carry placards and shout slogans against the Nigerian government against the 
killings of hundreds of Shiite Muslims and detaining their leader Ibraheem Zakzaky in Nigeria, 
in Jammu, India, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015. Nigerian Soldiers killed hundreds of Shiite Muslims this 
weekend after their group opened fire on the convoy of Nigeria’s army chief, the Shia Islamic 
Movement and military reports said Monday.           (AP Photo/Channi Anand)

Calls for investigation after “massacre” in Nigeria 

UN chief warns Burundi is on the brink of civil war 
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SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 
The approval rating of 
Chilean President Michelle 
Bachelet is rebounding 
after plunging to its worst 
level since she took office 
in March 2014, the South 
American country’s most 
influential pollster said 
Wednesday.
The latest survey by poll-
ster CEP said Bachelet’s 
overall approval rose 2 
percentage points to 24 
percent in November from 
the previous survey in Au-
gust.
Bachelet was once one 
of the world’s most popu-
lar politicians and ended 
her 2006-10 administration 
with an approval rate of 84 
percent. But in her second 

presidency, her popularity 
has been dented by an in-
fluence-peddling scandal 

involving her family.
In the poll, 64 percent of 
respondents said they 

don’t trust Bachelet, while 
66 percent said she lacks 
the leadership to confront 
crisis situations.
Since taking office for a 
second time, Bachelet 
has also had to deal with 
a drought in the south, 
floods in the northern des-
ert, an earthquake and 
two volcanic eruptions.
Her government also has 
struggled to fulfill promises 
for ambitious reforms amid 
slowing economic growth 
and record-low prices and 
waning global demand 
for copper, Chile’s top 
export. The poll surveyed 
1,449 people between 
Nov. 4 and Dec. 6. It has 
an error margin of 3 per-
centage points.q

PETER PRENGAMAN
Associated Press
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina lifted 
deeply unpopular restric-
tions on buying U.S. dol-
lars Wednesday, aiming 
to put an end to a byz-
antine monetary system 
that made it difficult for 
businesses to operate and 
spawned a booming black 
market.
The move, a campaign 
promise of new President 
Mauricio Marci, was out-
lined by Finance Minister 
Alfonso Prat-Gay. The de-
cision, combined with the 
lifting of export taxes on 
many agricultural prod-
ucts announced earlier 
this week, will expose Lat-
in America’s third-largest 
economy to international 
market forces in ways not 
seen for a dozen years.
“This system choked the 
economy for the last four 
years,” Prat-Gay said at a 
news conference that was 
broadcast live Wednesday 
night. “We are now return-
ing to normal.”
Attempting to shore up 
dwindling foreign currency 
reserves, the preceding 
administration of President 
Cristina Fernandez insti-
tuted restrictions on buying 
foreign currency in 2011. It 
was one of many protec-
tionist policies instituted 
during 12 years of govern-
ments led by Fernandez 
and her late husband and 
predecessor as president, 
Nestor Kirchner.
Argentines who wanted 
to buy dollars, a com-
mon practice in a South 
American country with a 
long history of financial 
meltdowns, had to meet 
several requirements. And 
most were limited to a few 
hundred dollars a month 
— when U.S. currency was 

available in banks.
The limits, locally called a 
“cepo,” or “clamp,” led 
to dual exchanges rates. 

Over the last year, while 
the official exchange rate 
was fixed around 9 Argen-
tine pesos to the dollar, on 

the black market a dollar 
fetched as much as 16 pe-
sos.
Businesses, especially 

those needing to deal in 
dollars, were deeply af-
fected. While the Fernan-
dez administration insisted 
that dollars coming into 
the country trade at the 
official rate, getting dol-
lars out at that rate, if at all, 
proved difficult.
“The ‘clamp’ killed the sup-
ply of dollars. It didn’t stop 
the demand,” said Prat-
Gay.
While the change will be 
celebrated by internation-
al investors and welcomed 
by many Argentines, there 
is also much fear about a 
sharp devaluation of the 
peso, and what that might 
do to already soaring pric-
es.
Annual inflation this year 
is estimated at around 30 
percent. Between the time 
Macri was elected on Nov. 
22 and his inauguration 
last week, many businesses 
jacked up prices in hopes 
of protecting themselves 
against any devaluation.q

Chile’s President Michelle Bachelet waves in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Chile’s most influential pollster says the approval 
rating of Bachelet is rebounding after plunging to its worst level 
since she took office in March 2014.

(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano)

Argentina’s Finance Minister Alfonso Prat-Gay announces plans to lift restrictions on buying U.S. 
dollars in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. The Argentine government has 
announced plans to lift deeply unpopular restrictions on buying U.S. dollars that have created a 
booming black market in the South American nation.     (AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano)

Chile: Bachelet approval rebounds from record low 

Currency changes put Argentine economy on new path 
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M. WEISSENSTEIN
Associated Press
HAVANA (AP) — The Unit-
ed States and Cuba have 

reached an understand-
ing on restoring regularly 
scheduled commercial 
flights, Cuban and Ameri-

can officials said Wednes-
day on the eve of the an-
niversary of detente be-
tween the Cold War foes.

MARCOS ALEMAN
Associated Press
SAN SALVADOR, El Salva-
dor (AP) — El Salvador’s 
foreign minister expressed 
concern Wednesday over 
a recent spike in the num-
ber of unaccompanied 
minors crossing into the U.S. 
through Mexico.
Hugo Martinez warned that 
if the root causes of migra-
tion don’t change, there 
could be a repeat of the 

2014 crisis when tens of 
thousands of children and 
families streamed over the 
border.
“Here we have a warning 
sign that if we do not do 
anything to change the 
structural causes of that mi-
gration, no matter what we 
do we will always be at risk 
of that happening again,” 
Martinez said.
Many Central American 
migrants who try to reach 

the United States say they 
are fleeing rampant vio-
lence, widespread poverty 
and lack of economic op-
portunity.
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection says 10,588 
unaccompanied minors 
crossed in October and No-
vember, up from 5,129 dur-
ing the same two months of 
2014.
However, Martinez noted 
that during the October-

September 2015 fiscal year, 
the numbers were still down 
about 50 percent from the 
previous 12-month period.
“It’s something we always 
told the United States: 
‘Look, sirs, 
we will do everything pos-
sible to reduce this flow,’ 
and we did reduce it. ... But 
no measure will be sustain-
able over time if we do not 
push a medium- and long-
term strategy,” Martinez 

said in an interview on na-
tional television.
An initiative known as the 
Alliance for Prosperity in the 
Northern Triangle, which 
covers El Salvador, Guate-
mala and Honduras, aims 
to reduce Central Ameri-
can migration to the United 
States by fostering eco-
nomic growth, improving 
public safety and bolster-
ing institutions and human 
capital in those nations. q

FABIOLA SANCHEZ
Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuelan socialists 
took another step to un-
dermine the opposition’s 
landslide in congressional 
elections, creating a new 
grassroots assembly that 
critics fear could become 
a vehicle to override the in-
coming opposition-led leg-
islature.
On Tuesday, National As-
sembly President Diosdado 
Cabello presided over the 
inauguration inside the leg-
islature building of the first-
ever “National Communal 
Parliament” with the aim of 

giving revolutionary activ-
ists a mechanism to make 
decisions and manage re-
sources.
Cabello didn’t offer details 
on how the grassroots as-
sembly, an outgrowth of 
the late Hugo Chavez*s 
dream of empowering self-
administering communal 
councils, will operate.
But opponents fear it could 
be an attempt to wrest 
control from the incoming 
opposition-controlled con-
gress much as other cen-
tral government-created 
agencies have been en-
trusted with large budgets 
operating parallel to de-

funded districts where op-
position politicians govern.
President Nicolas Maduro 
has been defiant in the 
face of the opposition*s 
winning a two-third super-
majority in Dec. 6 elec-
tions, vowing to take to the 
streets to defend the revo-
lution started by Chavez 
and blaming the loss on an 
“economic war” waged 
with U.S. support.
He also shot down several 
top priorities for the incom-
ing congress, including an 
amnesty law for jailed ac-
tivists the opposition con-
siders political prisoners.
On Tuesday, in a meeting 

with grassroots activists, he 
praised the new legislative 
initiative with heated rheto-
ric.
“I*m going to give all the 
power to the communal 
parliament,” Maduro said.
“This parliament is going 
to be a legislative mecha-
nism from the grassroots. All 
power to the Communal 
parliament,” he said, with-
out giving details.
In another slap to the op-
position, lawmakers also 
swore in Tuesday as the na-
tion’s top public defender 
the judge, Susana Barreiros, 
who this year sentenced 
opposition leader Leopol-

do Lopez to nearly 14 years 
in jail.
Cabello is vowing to ram 
through in the coming days 
the appointment of 12 Su-
preme Court justices to fill 
vacancies left by pro-gov-
ernment judges who retired 
early rather than risk seeing 
the high court tilt toward 
the opposition.
The opposition’s sweep-
ing win gives it the power 
to challenge Maduro*s 
rule by removing ministers, 
passing laws without the 
executive*s support and 
even convoking an as-
sembly to rewrite Chavez’s 
1999 constitution.q

Venezuelan socialists seek to undermine opposition congress  

El Salvador concerned over spike in child migration to US  

US, Cuba reach understanding on restoring commercial flights  

A Continental Airlines flight from Miami arrives at the Jose Marti Airport of Havana, Cuba. The 
United States and Cuba have reached an understanding on restoring regularly scheduled 
commercial flights, Cuban and American officials said Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2016 on the eve of 
the anniversary of detente between the Cold War foes.

(AP Photo/Jose Goitia)

The diplomatic advance 
helps open the way for 
U.S. airlines to begin flying 
to Cuba within months in 
what would be the biggest 
business deal struck as the 
two countries try to normal-
ize relations. 
Officials on both sides de-
scribed it as an understand-
ing on aviation but not yet 
a formal agreement and 
they hoped to reach a 
formal deal within hours or 
days.
 The three officials spoken 
to weren’t authorized to 
talk publicly and demand-
ed anonymity.
Right now, American and 
Cuban travelers must fly 
on charter flights that are 
complicated to book, rare-
ly involve an online portal 
and often force prospec-
tive travelers to email doc-
uments and payment infor-
mation back and forth with 
an agent. 
Those flying sometimes 
must arrive at the airport 

four hours in advance and 
strict baggage limits apply.
U.S. officials and aviation 
executives have specu-
lated that Cuba could al-
low more than a dozen 
flights from the U.S. a day. 
It’s unclear if those flights 
would completely replace 
charters, but they appear 
certain to create a surge 
in travel that would place 
heavy strain on Cuba’s al-
ready overstrained tourist 
infrastructure. 
Hotels and private hostals 
are booked for months.
Authorized American trav-
el to the island is up 50 
percent this year, Jeffrey 
DeLaurentis, who heads 
the U.S. Embassy in Ha-
vana, said Tuesday. While 
the majority of U.S. travel-
ers are Cuban-Americans, 
there has been a sharp rise 
in Americans traveling for 
specially authorized pur-
poses, particularly on edu-
cational tours known as 
people-to-people travel. q 
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ORANJESTAD– Decem-
ber – It’s almost year end 
and Renaissance Con-

vention Center (RCC) is 
ready to rock the New 
Year. Thursday, Decem-

ber 31st RCC will have its 
traditional ‘Shine ON NYE 
Party’. The party starts at 
8PM. Last year’s party can 
be summed-up in a few 
words, glitter, glamour 
and ‘ambiente’~ which is 
the Papiamentu word for 
festive ambience. It’s the 
‘hottest’ party each year; 

enter the New Year in a 
luxurious ambience that 
combines great entertain-
ment and good food. 
Start the night with Renais-
sance Convention Cen-
ter’s ‘Dinner Party’ and 
enter 2016 with a spec-
tacular firework show and 
toast to a new year. En-

trance to the celebration 
is $180 for adults and $45 
for kids between 5 and 12 
years. It includes an exten-
sive buffet that features a 
salad bar, sushi display and 
bread station that offers; 
pain rustique, baguette, 
focaccia and kaiser roll. 
Meat lovers can enjoy the 
carving board that offers; 
roasted whole steamship 
round beef and smoked 
roast pork rack. Besides this 
there is also an action sta-
tion that offers; tuna, red 
snapper and mahi mahi 
just to name a few. When 
finished, visit the dessert 
delights station that offers 
the most delicious desserts 
like; white chocolate fon-
due, tropical fruit flambee, 
sweet potato pecan pie, 
zesty lemon tart, cham-
pagne sherbet and more. 
All guests will enjoy a super 
premium bar and enter-
tainment by NBO. 
Renaissance Convention 
Center invites you and your 
loved ones to celebrate 
the New Year in a sparkling 
ambience. For reservations 
and further information 
please call 583-6000 / 523-
6403 or e-mail at sfortin@
arubarenaissance.comq

December 31st: The ‘Hottest’ Party in Aruba featuring NBO: 
‘Shine On New Year’s Party’ by Renaissance Convention Center!
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World Famous R&B Songstress Meli’sa Morgan Visits Aruba!
PALM BEACH - Aruba had 
the honor recently to once 
again host famous R&B, 
Soul, Jazz and House Music 
singer Meli’sa Morgan of 
the United States.  She has 
had #1 Billboard songs on 
The Dance Charts & R&B 
Charts, and has been nom-
inated for several awards 
throughout her fabulous 
career! She also travels 
and performs all over the 
world, most recently return-
ing from London, where 
she played The Wembley 
Arena in the same show 
with Patti Labelle.  
She has a new song out 
titled “So Good,” which is 
available on iTunes and 
Amazon.com. The house/
dance/soul track is receiv-
ing great reviews. While 
on Aruba she was able 
to visit the team at 106.7 
FM Wearhousemusic Ra-
dio station (ilovearubafm.
com), and enjoyed a fun 
interview during the seg-
ment ‘Breakfast Club’ with 
DJ Oscar Booy.
“I was delighted to visit 
Aruba’s new and exciting 
dance radio station to pro-
mote my new song,” she 
tells us. “The interview was 
great and they played my 
new song and are adding 
it to their playlist as well as 
playing my songs on the 
station that have already 
become hits!” 
Morgan is a happy vaca-
tion club owner at the Par-
adise Beach Villas, and she 
was recently honored by 
the Aruba Tourism Author-

ity as a Distinguish Visitor for 
returning to the island for 12 
consecutive years! 
“I Love Aruba... It is my fa-
vorite vacation place in 
the world,” she says. “That 
is why I come back every 
year to enjoy the beauti-
ful Eagle Beach, shop and 
enjoy the wonderful people 
and the culture, as well as 
all the great restaurants... 

The food here is Delish!”
“I am looking forward to 
coming back in August to 
perform at 106.7 FM LoveF-
est Concert, as well as do-
ing other shows here in Aru-
ba in the near future. They 
welcome my music and me 
with open arms,” she con-
cludes. We look forward 
to seeing you again and 
again, here on Aruba!q
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PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author-
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba at the Divi Tamarijn 
Resort as Distinguished Visi-
tors. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for 10-to-19 consecutive 
years.
The honorees were Mr. 
Fred and Mrs. Debbie Gra-
vetter of New York. 
All of the honorees are loy-
al guests of the Divi Tama-
rijn Resort and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
weather, the sunsets, the 
beaches, the restaurants, 
the Casinos, and just about 
everything else! They say 
Aruba feels like a second 
home where the people 
are like family to them, and 
the Divi Tamarijn Resort is 
truly their ‘home-away-

Loyal Visitors Honored by ATA at the Divi Tamarijn Resort

from-home.’
The certificates were pre-

sented by Ms. Marouska 
Heyliger representing the 

Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with family and 

friends from the Divi Tama-
rijn Resort.q



For more info, surf to www.
sopranospianobararuba.
com. Start the weekend 
on Fridays, ‘Bada Bing’ at 
The Sopranos Piano Bar, 
guys!q
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Snacks, music and more...
Check out The Sopranos ‘Bada Bing’ Happy Hour!

PALM BEACH - Start off 
your weekend the best 
way possible and go to The 
Sopranos Piano Bar for its 
‘Bada Bing’ Happy Hour. 
The place is offering Premi-
um Bar 2-for-1 from 5 - 8pm 
and to give you a good 
taste of what the piano 
man can do, he starts play-
ing his songs at 7:45pm. “All 
Prices Get Whacked”, says 
the poster about Friday’s 
special Happy Hour. 
Expect to make new 
friends, and enjoy terrific 
snacks and music at The 
Sopranos, which is locat-
ed in the Arawak Garden 
across from the Occidental 
Resort on the Hi-Rise strip. 
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BARRY WILNER
NEW YORK (AP) -- The NFL 
will have game referees in 
the playoffs consult with its 
director of officiating about 
the application of rules in 
situations not currently cov-
ered in instant replay re-
views.
Those situations will include 
the appropriate assess-
ment of penalty yardage; 
proper administration of 
the game clock; correct 
downs; and any other ad-
ministrative matter not cur-
rently reviewable.

But Dean Blandino, the vice 
president of officiating, will 
not be able to call a foul 
or change a call, ‘’or oth-
erwise become involved in 
on-field judgment calls that 
are not subject to the cur-
rent instant replay system.’’
Communication on admin-
istration matters can be ini-
tiated by Blandino or the 
referee, the league said 
Wednesday.
The changes were rec-
ommended by the NFL’s 
powerful competition 
committee and approved 

by Commissioner Roger 
Goodell. Earlier this month, 
Goodell had spoken to the 
32 team owners about the 
concept.
‘’The committee feels 
strongly that giving the ref-
eree and Dean the ability 
to consult with each other 
in certain situations beyond 
instant replay will further 
support officiating in the 
playoffs,’’ said competition 
committee chairman Rich 
McKay, president of the At-
lanta Falcons. 
‘’The officials do a very dif-

ficult job exceedingly well, 
and we think this adjust-
ment in the playoffs will 
make them even better.’’
The NFL has had a rough 
season with its officiating, 
including notifying teams 
several times that calls had 
been missed or incorrectly 
made. 
Officials, who are part-
timers, have also been 
doubted by team person-
nel, players and the media 
about their mastery of the 
encyclopedic rule book.
It is likely the league will 

look further during the off-
season into how officiating 
is managed during games, 
with the competition com-
mittee playing a major role.
‘’We constantly strive to 
make our game progres-
sively better for the players, 
coaches and fans,’’ said 
NFL Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Football Operations 
Troy Vincent. 
‘’This change will assist 
our officials with an addi-
tional resource for clarity 
and consistency in game 
administration.’’q

UFC Lightweights Warn McGregor: You’re Going To Get Hurt 
Page 18

Buffalo Bills head coach Rex Ryan, right, disputes a call with line judge Bart Longson (2) during the first half of an NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Sun-
day, Dec. 6, 2015, in Orchard Park, N.Y. 

(AP Photo/Gary Wiepert)

NFL Changing Playoff Officiating Procedure

Under 
Review



GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — UFC 
featherweight cham-
pion Conor McGregor 
has vowed to move up in 
weight soon to fight for the 
lightweight title.
The two men he could face 
for that belt are both warn-
ing him to pick on some-
body his own size.
UFC lightweight champi-
on Rafael Dos Anjos faces 
Donald “Cowboy” Cerrone 
on Saturday night in a title 
fight in Orlando. UFC Presi-
dent Dana White says the 
winner’s next bout will be 
against McGregor if the 
popular Irish champion de-
cides to move up from 145 
to 155 pounds.
Dos Anjos and Cerrone dis-
like each other, but they 
agree McGregor’s fists 
wouldn’t pack quite so 
much punch in the larger 
weight class. “He gets a lot 
of hype, and he’s a good 
fighter,” Dos Anjos said. 
McGregor ended feath-
erweight champion Jose 

Aldo’s 10-year, 18-fight win-
ning streak last Saturday 
with a stunning knockout 
just 13 seconds into their 
title fight at UFC 194 in Las 
Vegas. Afterward, Mc-
Gregor repeated his inten-

tion to become a simulta-
neous two-belt champion, 
although he isn’t sure when 
he will try it. “He’s too small 
to come to 155,” Cerrone 
said. “His jaw is powerful. 
He’s got good talk. But he 

won’t fare (well) with the 
top (lightweight fighters). 
He might do good with the 
lower-ranked guys if they 
do the same thing they did 
with the (featherweights) 
and pick and choose his 

guys, but if they throw him 
in the (lightweight) top 10, 
no way.” McGregor’s ce-
lebrity has grown past every 
UFC fighter except Ronda 
Rousey, largely because 
he has recorded devastat-
ing stoppage victories in 
five straight fights and six 
of his seven UFC bouts. His 
vicious striking power has 
backed up his bold pub-
lic pronouncements about 
taking over both divisions.
“I’m looking to replicate 
what I’ve achieved in a 
previous (promotion): a 
two-weight world cham-
pion held consecutively,” 
McGregor said moments 
after beating Aldo. “I said I 
would do it, and I will do it.”
Cerrone understands why 
McGregor is entertaining 
the prospect of a light-
weight title run. McGregor 
acknowledges that his 
weight cut to 145 pounds 
is grueling, and his coach 
would prefer that Mc-
Gregor no longer attempt 
such dramatic weight loss 
in the days before his fights.
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   UFC lightweights warn McGregor: You’re going to get hurt  

Conor McGregor poses on the scale during the weigh-in for UFC 194, Friday, Dec. 11, 2015, in Las 
Vegas. McGregor has vowed to move up in weight soon to fight for the lightweight title.

(AP Photo/John Locher)
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Dortmund advances in German Cup; Bayern drawn at Bochum  

Valencia wins under Neville, advances in Copa del Rey  

Roma crashes out of Cup to 2nd-division Spezia on penalties  

TALES AZZONI
AP Sports Writer
MADRID (AP) — Valencia 
beat third-tier club Bara-
kaldo 2-0 for Gary Neville’s 
first win as a head coach 
on Wednesday, advanc-
ing to the round of 16 of the 
Copa del Rey 5-1 on ag-
gregate.
Santi Mina scored in the 
eighth minute and Alvaro 
Negrodo added in the 31st 
at the Mestalla Stadium to 
give Neville the victory in his 

third game in charge of the 
Spanish club.
“I’m happy with the result,” 
Neville said. “Tonight it was 
important to win to build 
confidence. We hadn’t 
won in the last couple of 
weeks. It was important to 
do it tonight.”
Neville was confirmed as 
head coach just before 
Valencia won the first leg 
3-1, but wasn’t on the 
bench during the game. 
He watched from the 

stands when his team held 
Barcelona to a 1-1 home 
draw in the Spanish league.
The former England and 
Manchester United de-
fender debuted with a 2-0 
loss to Lyon in the Cham-
pions League, a result that 
eliminated Valencia from 
the competition. His sec-
ond game was a 1-1 draw 
at Eibar in the Spanish 
league over the weekend.
“I think the talent is there, 
the ability is there,” Neville 

said. “I saw many individual 
things that I liked tonight. I 
think that as a coach you 
are always thinking about 
what needs to improve, 
and there were things that 
we could have done better 
tonight, but also things that 
we did well.”
In other games Wednes-
day, second-division club 
Mirandes upset Malaga 3-1 
on aggregate after a 1-0 
win in the second leg, while 
Eibar advanced 4-3 on ag-

gregate after routing Pon-
ferradina 4-0. The deciding 
goal was an 85th-minute 
penalty converted by Mikel 
Arruabarrena.
Rayo Vallecano eliminated 
Getafe on away goals de-
spite a 3-1 loss, while Ath-
letic Bilbao had six differ-
ent scorers in a 6-0 rout of 
Linense to advance 8-0 on 
aggregate.
Las Palmas drew 1-1 at Real 
Sociedad to reach the next 
round 3-2 on aggregate.q

CIARAN FAHEY
Associated Press
BERLIN (AP) — Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang scored 
again Wednesday to help 
Borussia Dortmund beat 
Augsburg 2-0 and secure 
a quarterfinal against Stutt-
gart in the German Cup.
Bayern Munich, which 
knocked out holder Wolfs-
burg in the previous round, 
was drawn at second-
division Bochum, Bayer 

Leverkusen is to host Werder 
Bremen, and Hertha Ber-
lin will be visiting second-
division Heidenheim in the 
other quarterfinals to be 
played on Feb. 9 and 10.
Aubameyang, the Bundes-
liga’s top-scorer with 18 
goals in 16 games, broke 
the deadlock in the 61st 
with a quick shot into the 
left corner after Lukasz 
Piszczek blocked Ji Dong-
won’s attempted clear-

ance.
Henrikh Mkhitaryan sealed 
the result for the visitors 
five minutes later, his shot 
taking a deflection to give 
Augsburg ‘keeper Marwin 
Hitz no chance.
Dortmund ‘keeper Roman 
Buerki denied Ji with a 
good block late on.
Dortmund, which routed 
Paderborn 7-1 in the pre-
vious round, last won the 
cup in 2012 and is bidding 

to reach its third successive 
final.
Bochum won 2-0 at sec-
ond-division rival 1860 Mu-
nich.
Earlier, Hertha and Stuttgart 
advanced with victories 
over second-division sides 
Nuremberg and Eintracht 
Braunschweig, respective-
ly.
American defender John 
Anthony Brooks sealed Her-
tha’s 2-0 win at Nuremberg 

with a fine header following 
Vladimir Darida’s corner in 
the 65th minute.
Darida opened the scoring 
the 32nd, which the visiting 
fans celebrated with flares, 
causing a brief hold-up in 
play.
Bosnia defender Toni Sun-
jic scored two minutes 
from the end of extra time 
for Stuttgart’s 3-2 win over 
Braunschweig.q

Spezia players celebrate after scoring the decisive goal during the Italian Cup soccer match be-
tween Roma and Spezia, at Rome’s Olympic stadium, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. Spezia won 4-2 
in penalty shootout to advance to the quarterfinals. 

(Alessandro Di Meo/ANSA via AP)

DANIELLA MATAR
Associated Press
MILAN (AP) — Roma’s mis-
erable month continued as 
it crashed out of the Italian 
Cup on Wednesday, losing 
4-2 on penalties to second-
division Spezia.
“On behalf of AS Roma 
and myself, I want to apol-
ogize to the fans for today’s 
game,” said Roma’s Ameri-
can President James Pal-
lotta on the club’s twitter 
account. “Congratulations 
to Spezia.”
Holder Juventus is safely 
through to the quarterfinals 
after sweeping aside 10-
man Torino 4-0 in a derby 
match.
Napoli crushed Hellas Ve-
rona 3-0, while relegation-
threatened Carpi pulled 
off an upset, with Antonio 
Di Gaudio scoring the only 
goal in a 1-0 victory at Fio-
rentina.
Both Carpi and Fiorentina 
hit the woodowrk in the first 
half, while they each had a 
player sent off in stoppages 
as Gonzalo Rodriguez and 
Jerry Mbakogu were dis-
missed for an off the ball 
scuffle.

Miralem Pjanic and Edin 
Dzeko missed Roma’s first 
two spot kicks after the 
match had finished goal-
less after extra time.
Spezia scored all four of 
theirs to book a quarterfinal 
tie against third-division gi-
antkiller Alessandria, which 
has knocked out Palermo 

and Genoa.
Roma, which is through to 
the knockout stages of the 
Champions League, has 
not won in any competition 
since beating Lazio in the 
capital derby on Nov. 8, 
leaving coach Rudi Garcia 
under pressure.
The team was resoundly 

jeered at the end of each 
period, while there were 
several chants against 
Garcia. “Tonight we were 
expected to win and we 
didn’t, it’s a failure,” Garcia 
said. “We have to weather 
the storm, recapture the 
wolf-like spirit, but I will nev-
er give up and I will push 

the team until the death, if 
that’s what’s needed.
“Now the only thing we 
need to do is not give up 
and get back to winning 
ways from Sunday against 
Genoa. We need charac-
ter and pride. We are all 
angry at tonight’s perfor-
mance. You can’t go out 
of the Italian Cup against 
a Serie B side. We need a 
different attitude on the 
pitch.”
In Turin, Simone Zaza had 
given Juventus a first-half 
lead before Cristian Molin-
aro was sent off for a sec-
ond yellow card, four min-
utes after the break.
Zaza doubled Juve’s lead 
two minutes later and goals 
from Paulo Dybala and 
Paul Pogba sealed the win.
Juventus will face either last 
year’s runner-up Lazio or 
Udinese in the quarterfinals.
Omar El Kaddouri and Dries 
Mertens got Napoli off to 
the perfect start, giving 
the hosts a 2-0 lead inside 
12 minutes. Verona hit the 
crossbar before substitute 
Jose Callejon added a 
third minutes after coming 
off the bench.q
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BARRY WILNER
Associated Press
(AP) - There actually is 
a reason to tune in for 
Thursday night’s lackluster 
matchup of Tampa Bay at 
St. Louis: Jameis Winston.
And maybe the Rams’ fine 
rookie running back, Todd 
Gurley, too.
Both are among perhaps 
a dozen strong contenders 
for Offensive Rookie of the 

WILL GRAVES 
Associated Press
PITTSBURGH (AP) -- The 
38-year-old linebacker, 
the one who retired for 18 
days last fall, provided the 
pressure. The 30-year-old 
cornerback that never 
gets hurt and never gets 
credit provided the pick-
six that swung momentum 
decisively in favor of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers.
Oh, and don’t forget the 
33-year-old tight end fight-
ing off a promising new-
comer, or the 32-year-old 
running back with a chip 
on his shoulder roughly 
the size of Altoona.
Even at the tail end of a 
youth movement a half-
decade in the making, 
the old guys can still play. 
Pittsburgh’s latest De-
cember surge includes a 
handful of familiar faces 
making familiar contri-
butions at a time in their 
career when the window 
was supposed to be clos-
ing, if not already com-
pletely shut.
James Harrison. William 
Gay. DeAngelo Williams. 
Heath Miller. All on the 
wrong side of 30 in an in-
creasingly young man’s 
game. All still vital parts 
of a team that suddenly 
looks as dangerous as any 
in the AFC as the Steel-
ers (8-5) prepare to face 
Denver (10-3) on Sunday.
Miller played through a rib 
injury that forced him to sit 
out a week by catching 
10 passes for 66 yards, in-
cluding a handful of third-
down grabs that extend-
ed drives. He’s providing 
a silent, steadying force in 
a huddle that includes a 
trio of 20-something wide 
receivers and a handful 
of linemen who were still 
in high school when Mill-
er entered the league in 
2005.
‘’When (Miller) is on the 
field, he gets you going,’’ 
said Steelers offensive 
guard David DeCastro. 
‘’Making those tough 
catches in traffic with 
those sore ribs. You just 
try to mirror the way he 
plays.’’
It’s why coach Mike Tom-
lin offered a slight correc-

tion last week when asked 
if he was getting more 
comfortable with rookie 
tight end Jesse James 
as ‘’a starting tight end’’ 
while Miller dealt with his 
rib injury.
‘’Let’s hold out on the 
starting tight end,’’ Tomlin 
said. ‘’Jesse is doing some 
nice things.’’
But he’s not Miller, whom 
quarterback Ben Roethlis-
berger (33 himself) called 
‘’the best teammate 
I’ve ever been around.’’ 
Miller, in his typical fash-
ion, downplays any such 
praise. Last he checked, 
he’s just doing his job, one 
of the reasons he barely 
noticed all the chirping 
done on both sides in Pitts-
burgh’s decisive 33-20 vic-
tory.
‘’Between the whistles 
we know it’s going to 
be physical,’’ Miller said. 
‘’What happens before 
or after, I don’t really pay 
attention to because it 
doesn’t matter. You want 
to bring that mindset into 
every game. We knew it 
was going to be a playoff-
type game.’’
So maybe it’s no surprise 
some of the most impact-
ful plays were made by a 
handful of guys with a Su-
per Bowl ring (or two) at 
home.
With the Steelers leading 
by nine early in the third 
quarter and the Bengals 
attempting to gener-
ate momentum, Harrison 
crashed in from the edge 
on second-year quarter-
back AJ McCarron. The 
soft, late throw gave Gay 
all the time he needed to 
step in front of the pass 
and race 23 yards to the 
end zone to put Pittsburgh 
up 23-7.
The score was Gay’s fifth 
of his career, tying him 
with Hall of Famer Rod 
Woodson for the franchise 
record. Heady territory for 
a guy who has spent most 
of his career in the shad-
ow of higher profile team-
mates Troy Polamalu and 
Ike Taylor. Both are gone 
now, and Gay is suddenly 
the wise sage, though one 
who knows how to have a 
good time.q

BRIAN HALL
Associated Press
EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. (AP) 
- The Minnesota Vikings 
could be without three key 
defensive starters again 
Sunday as they try to keep 
their playoff position.
Returning to practice fol-
lowing last Thursday’s 
game, linebacker Anthony 
Barr, defensive tackle Lin-
val Joseph and safety Harri-
son Smith were held out on 
Tuesday. The Vikings host 
Chicago on Sunday, one 
game behind Green Bay in 
the NFC North but with an 
outside chance at clinch-
ing a playoff spot with a 
victory.
Starting safety Andrew 
Sendejo (knee) and back-
up linebacker Brandon 
Watts (rib) returned to 

practice. But Minnesota 
was also without backup 
defensive end Scott Crich-
ton, who ran on the side 
during Tuesday’s practice.
Barr, Joseph, Sendejo, 
Smith and Watts missed 
last week’s 23-20 loss at 
Arizona. Joseph (foot) has 
missed the past two games.
‘’The reason you have a 
football team, that you 
comprise a football team 
of two and three deep is 
because there’s injuries,’’ 
said Terence Newman, 
who shifted from his normal 
cornerback spot to safety in 
last week’s game. ‘’There’s 
100 percent injury rate. So, 
the coaches do a good 
job of finding guys that are 
able to fit in to what they 
like to do; guys that, first off 
know what to do and know 

how to do it.’’
Barr (groin/hand) and 
Smith (knee/hamstring) 
were held out last week af-
ter missing much of the pre-
vious week’s game against 
Seattle. Smith did partici-
pate in the pre-practice 
stretch on Tuesday. Barr, 
Smith and Joseph are sec-
ond, third and fourth, re-
spectively, on the team in 
tackles. 
Against Arizona’s top-
ranked offense, the Vi-
kings had Newman playing 
out of position, undrafted 
rookie Anthony Harris play-
ing every snap on defense 
in his first week after being 
elevated from the practice 
squad and first-round rook-
ie Trae Waynes playing 61 
of the 67 defensive snaps 
at cornerback. q

AP: Veterans provide steadying 
presence for Pittsburgh Steelers

Vikings still missing 3 defensive starters

Jameis Winston gets a prime-time showcase

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Jameis Winston (3) throws a pass against the New Orleans 
Saints during the first quarter of an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 13, 2015, in Tampa, Fla. 

(AP Photo/Chris O’Meara)
Year, and with the Rams 
(5-8) and Buccaneers (6-7) 
not likely to find a way into 
the postseason, watching 
the kids seems the best at-
traction.

‘’Very exciting,’’ Winston 
says of a prime-time op-
portunity. ‘’I just want to 
show the world how good 
this team really is. This is our 
chance and we have to 
take advantage of it.’’
As for being the top rookie, 
well, Winston sees Gurley 
as the man.
‘’It would be awesome 
to achieve that goal, but 
that wasn’t on my goal 

list at the beginning of the 
year,’’ he says. ‘’My goal 
was to have more wins 
than last year. We did that, 
so that’s an important goal 
for us, not only just for me, 

but this organization.
‘’Definitely our team is way 
more important than my in-
dividual success with goals. 
I don’t focus on that type 
of stuff, but Todd is having 
an amazing year and de-
serves all the credit he is 
getting.’’
The Rams (No. 25 in AP 
Pro32) are a 1 1-2 point 
favorite over Tampa Bay 
(No. 18 in AP Pro32). The 

Bucs have a decent run 
defense, good enough 
to keep them in front in 
what could be the Rams 
final game representing St. 
Louis.q
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BATTER’S BOX
AP: Bartolo Colon 
agrees to $7.25M 

deal with Mets  
NEW YORK (AP) — A per-
son familiar with the ne-
gotiations says 42-year-old 
pitcher Bartolo Colon has 
agreed to a $7.25 million, 
one-year contract to re-
main with the New York 
Mets. The person spoke 
on condition of anonym-
ity Wednesday because 
the deal had not been an-
nounced. Colon was 14-13 
with a 4.16 ERA in 31 starts 
and two relief appearanc-
es, then had a 2.08 ERA in 
seven relief appearances 
during the postseason. On 
Sept. 5 against Miami, he 
became the oldest Mets 
pitcher to throw a shutout 
and he entertained fans 
with a nifty behind-the-
back toss on a grounder. 
Colon is 218-154 in 18 big 
league seasons. He could 
join Matt Harvey, Jacob 
deGrom, Noah Synder-
gaard and Steven Matz 
in the rotation until Zack 
Wheeler returns next sum-
mer from Tommy John sur-
gery.

Ex-Yankee Jones 
agrees to 1-year 
contract in Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — Ex-New York 
Yankees first baseman Gar-
rett Jones has agreed to a 
one-year contract with the 
Yomiuri Giants in Japan. 
The club announced the 
deal on its official website 
Wednesday. The deal is re-
portedly worth $2.5 million 
plus incentives and bonus-
es. The 34-year-old Jones 
hit .215 with five home runs 
and 17 RBIs in 57 games 
for the Yankees this sea-
son. He has a .251 career 
batting average with 122 
home runs. q

ANDREA RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press
HAVANA (AP) — More than 
100 Cuban boys wearing 
the uniforms of local base-
ball teams stood in rows, 
smiling nervously Wednes-
day as they got tips and 
training from some of their 

Cuban-born baseball stars offer tips, training for youth

White Sox first baseman Jose Abreu, from Cuba, gives a baseball clinic to children in Havana, 
Cuba, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. A group of Cuban-born baseball stars once disdained by the 
island’s government for defecting to the United States taught their craft to some of the island’s 
youngest players on Wednesday as part of a triumphant return to Cuba. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)

major league idols — men 
who were born on the is-
land and were once dis-
dained by the Communist 
government for defecting 
to the United States.
Los Angeles Dodgers out-
fielder Yasiel Puig, St. Louis 
Cardinals catcher Brayan 
Pena and Chicago White 
Sox first baseman Jose 
Abreu were among those 
who ran 10- and 11-year-
old Cuban players through 
a three-hour skills camp 
on the second day of a 
three-day mission meant 
to warm relations between 
Major League Baseball 
and Cuba.
Joined by pitcher Pedro 
Luis Lazo and other Cuban 

baseball stars who have 
stayed on the island, the 
major league stars divided 
the youths into five groups 
and ran them through 
calisthenics and batting, 
pitching and catching 
drills. And they offered their 
advice.

“We’re going to give our 
best on this visit and we 
appreciate the opportu-
nity we’ve been given,” 
said Yasiel Puig, who 
left Cuba illegally in 2012. 
“Everything else we leave 
to God and destiny.”
Eleven-year-old Yassel Ve-
ranes grinned widely as he 
waited for the clinic to be-
gin.
 “It’s my dream to be here 
to see them,” said the boy, 
who was brought to Ha-
vana’s Latinoamericano 
Stadium by his father, Elio 
Veranes, who watched the 
proceedings with pride.
The official return on Tues-
day of baseball defectors 
earning millions in the ma-

jor leagues was a land-
mark in the new relation-
ship between Cuba and 
the United States and a 
dramatic manifestation 
of Cuba’s shifting attitude 
toward the hundreds of 
players who have aban-
doned the country that 

trained them.
One year ago this week, 
Presidents Barack Obama 
and Raul Castro an-
nounced that their coun-
tries were restoring diplo-
matic ties, opening the 
door for better baseball re-
lations between the coun-
tries.
Cuba and the United 
States always have shared 
a love of baseball, despite 
deep political and ideo-
logical differences over 
the years.
From the Negro Leagues to 
the current crop of Cuban 
stars, the communist island 
and the U.S. are linked by 
century-old baseball ties.
During their current trip, 

Major League Baseball 
Players Association ex-
ecutives planned to talk 
business with their Cuban 
counterparts, saying they 
were optimistic about seal-
ing a deal by early next 
year for the Tampa Bay 
Rays to play two spring 
training games in Cuba. 
They also hope to make 
progress toward creating a 
legal route for Cuban play-
ers to make their way to 
the major leagues.
“There’s some hurdles to 
negotiate, there’s no ques-
tion, and hopefully this trip 
of goodwill will make the 
conversations work bet-
ter,” said Major League 
Baseball chief baseball of-
ficer Joe Torre.
When they weren’t get-
ting tips or training, the 
boys asked their idols to 
sign baseball, or have their 
photograph taken togeth-
er.
Pena, dressed in his St. Lou-
is team jersey, said he was 
happy “to come back to 
see my family, to share with 
them.”
The player said he also 
enjoyed meeting with his 
young fans in Havana. An-
other clinic was planned 
Thursday in Matanzas, east 
of the capital.
Traditionally, Cuban state 
television has avoided air-
ing games featuring de-
fectors but fans watch 
their idols’ performances 
on pirated recordings dis-
tributed on computer USB 
drives. 
Most sports experts agree 
that the future does not 
look bright without a so-
lution to the problem of 
baseball talent fleeing the 
country. 
But fans who gathered to 
see the Cuban baseball 
stars said their return to the 
island filled them with opti-
mism. q
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NBA Capsules:
LeBron, Cavaliers coast past Celtics with 89-77 victory

NHL Capsules:
Gostisbehere nets winner as Flyers top Hurricanes 4-3 in OT

BOSTON (AP) — BOS-
TON (AP) — LeBron James 
scored 24 points to lead 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
to an 89-77 victory over 
the Boston Celtics on Tues-
day night in an uneventful 
rematch of their bruising 
first-round playoff series last 
season.
Kevin Love had 20 points 
and eight rebounds in his 
first game back in Boston 
since Kelly Olynyk yanked 
his shoulder out of socket in 
the playoffs. Jae Crowder, 
who took a punch in the 
jaw from J.R. Smith in the 
series, scored 14 for the 
Celtics.
Timofey Mozgov had nine 

points and a season-high 
10 rebounds, scoring seven 
with five boards in the third 
quarter when Cleveland 
turned a five-point deficit 
into a 10-point lead. The 
Cavaliers have won three 
in a row since losing three 
straight to start the month.
Avery Bradley scored 17 
points for Boston, which 
was back home for the first 
time since taking the then-
unbeaten Golden State 
Warriors to double over-
time.

NUGGETS 112, TIMBER-
WOLVES 100
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ran-
dy Foye scored 19 points, 

and Denver picked up its 
sixth win in seven games.
Kenneth Faried added 19 
points and 10 rebounds, 
Will Barton had 14 points, 
seven boards and five as-
sists, and the Nuggets shot 
56 percent against the po-
rous Timberwolves defense. 
Foye broke out of a sea-
son-long slump to hit 5 of 
6 3-pointers, and the Nug-
gets hit 10 of 18 from deep 
as a team.
Zach LaVine had 20 points 
and five assists and Andrew 
Wiggins scored 23 points 
for the Timberwolves, who 
have lost seven of their last 
eight games. They are 3-10 
at home this season.

KINGS 107, ROCKETS 97
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Sacramento star De-
Marcus Cousins’ manager 
was ejected for slapping at 
Rockets guard Jason Terry 
during the Kings’ win over 
Houston.
Trailing the play on a dunk 
by Sacramento’s Ben 
McLemore, Terry put his 
hand out to slow down 
as he neared fans sitting 
along the baseline.
Andrew Rogers, Cous-
ins’ manager, slapped at 
Terry’s arm. Terry stopped, 
turned around and started 
to step toward Rogers, who 
was then ejected from his 

seat.
Cousins had 26 points and 
12 rebounds. The Kings nev-
er trailed after the midway 
point in the second quar-
ter in a sloppy game that 
included 49 turnovers and 
three technical fouls, one 
on Cousins.
Starting for suspended Ra-
jon Rondo, Darren Collison 
had 14 points, a season-
high 13 assists and six re-
bounds as the Kings won 
their third in a row. Rondo 
was penalized one game 
by the NBA for using a gay 
slur toward official Bill Ken-
nedy in a recent game.
James Harden had 33 
points for Houston.q

Philadelphia Flyers’ Shayne Gostisbehere, right, and Claude Gi-
roux celebrate after Gostisbehere’s goal during overtime in an 
NHL hockey game against the Carolina Hurricanes, Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, 2015, in Philadelphia. Philadelphia won 4-3. 

(AP Photo/Matt Slocum)

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Shayne Gostisbehere 
scored 1:42 into overtime, 
lifting Philadelphia past Jeff 
Skinner and the Carolina 
Hurricanes.
Jakub Voracek had a 
goal and two assists, and 
Brayden Schenn and Sean 
Couturier also scored for 
the Flyers, who won their 
seventh in 11 games while 
improving to 7-6 in over-
time.
Skinner had his second hat 
trick in three games and 
the third of his career for 
the Hurricanes. He has nine 
goals in his last six games.
Gostisbehere netted the 
game-winner after receiv-
ing a backhand pass from 
Voracek. Gostisbehere also 
had the winning goal in 
overtime in Philadelphia’s 
3-2 victory over Carolina on 
Nov. 23.
Michal Neuvirth, Philadel-
phia’s backup, made his 
14th start and third straight. 
He finished with 29 saves 
while improving to 8-4-2.

AVALANCHE 3, BLACK-
HAWKS 0

CHICAGO (AP) — Semyon 
Varlamov stopped 29 shots 
for his first shutout of the 
season, leading the Colo-
rado Avalanche to a 3-0 
victory over Chicago on 
Tuesday night and snap-
ping Blackhawks star Pat-
rick Kane’s points streak at 

26 games.
Matt Duchene had a goal 
and an assist for the Ava-
lanche, who won their third 

straight to cap a perfect 
four-day road trip to Nash-
ville, St. Louis and Chicago. 
Zach Redmond scored in 
the second period and Ga-
briel Landeskog added an 
empty-netter with 1:57 left.
Varlamov was sharp when 
needed in earning his 19th 
career shutout and third 
against Chicago. But for 
most of the game, Colo-
rado limited Chicago’s 
chances — and Kane.
Kane’s franchise-record 
streak was the longest since 
Mats Sundin’s 30-game 
stretch in 1992-93. The Chi-

cago right wing had 16 
goals and 24 assists during 
the run, and has points in 
all but three of the Black-

hawks’ 32 games.

STARS 5, BLUE JACKETS 1
DALLAS (AP) — Tyler Seguin 
broke open a tight game 
with two second-period 
goals 30 seconds apart in 
Dallas’ victory over Colum-
bus.
Defensemen Johnny 
Oduya and Alex Goligoski 
each scored to give the 
Stars one-goal leads in the 
first and second.
Scott Hartnell scored on the 
power play for Columbus at 
4:32 of the second before 
Goligoski’s goal at 13:02 

gave the Stars a lead they 
never relinquished. Seguin’s 
16th and 17th goals came 
at 16:26 and 16:56.
Columbus rookie Joonas 
Korpisalo had 23 saves be-
fore Curtis McElhinney re-
placed him for the third pe-
riod. McElhinney stopped 
six shots but gave up a goal 
to rookie Mattias Janmark.

BLUES 4, JETS 3
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Paul Stastny scored the 
tiebreaking goal with 3:38 
left in regulation, and St. 
Louis fought back from a 
two-goal deficit to defeat 
Winnipeg.
After Jets forward Mark 
Scheifele hit the post with a 
shot, the Blues moved the 
puck the other way and 
Vladimir Tarasenko fed a 
pass across to Stastny. He 
put a shot off the post and 
past rookie goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck.
Alexander Steen and 
Tarasenko each scored on 
the power play, and Troy 
Brouwer also had a goal 
for St. Louis. Jake Allen 
stopped 33 shots.
Steen, Tarasenko and Kevin 
Shattenkirk had two assists 
apiece.
The loss halted a three-
game home winning streak 
for the Jets, who got goals 
from Scheifele, Chris Thor-
burn and Drew Stafford. 
Hellebuyck made 22 saves.

Winnipeg had a 3-1 lead in 
the second period before 
the Blues mounted their 
comeback.

SHARKS 3, CANADIENS 1
MONTREAL (AP) — Joe 
Pavelski scored once and 
added an assist as San Jose 
beat Montreal to snap a 
six-game skid.
Patrick Marleau and Dain-
ius Zubrus also scored for 
the Sharks. Martin Jones 
made 26 saves for his 13th 
victory of the season.
Dale Weise had the goal 
for Montreal.
Dustin Tokarski, making 
his third consecutive start, 
stopped nine of 12 shots be-
fore being pulled midway 
through the second period. 
Mike Condon stopped all 
six shots he faced in relief.
San Jose, which earned its 
first victory in December, 
is 12-0 when leading after 
two periods.

RANGERS 4, OILERS 2
NEW YORK (AP) — Rick 
Nash and Mats Zuccarello 
each had a goal and an 
assist as New York ended 
Edmonton’s six-game win-
ning streak.
Dylan McIlrath scored his 
first NHL goal and Jesper 
Fast added an empty-net-
ter in the final seconds to 
help the Rangers snap a 
three-game slide.q
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BREE FOWLER
AP Technology Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Want 
even your younger kids to 
join the tech revolution by 
learning to code? Maybe 
you should get them a ro-
bot — or at least a video 
game.
That’s the aim of entrepre-
neurs behind new coding 
toys for kids as young as 6. 
They’re spurred by a desire 
to get children interested 
in computer science well 
before their opinions about 
what’s cool and what’s not 
start to gel, in effect hoping 
to turn young boys and girls 
— especially girls — into to-
morrow’s geeks.
“You really want kids to 
learn these building blocks 
as young as possible and 
then build on them,” Apple 
CEO Tim Cook said in an in-
terview at a recent coding 
workshop for third-grad-
ers in New York. “I don’t 
think you can start this too 
young.”
Not everyone is excited 
about pushing first-grad-
ers to learn the nuts and 
bolts of how computers 
work. Some critics believe 
that too much technol-
ogy too early can inter-
fere with a child’s natural 
development; others warn 
that pushing advanced 
concepts on younger kids 
could frustrate them and 

turn them off computer-
science completely.
But there’s a nationwide 
push to improve comput-
er literacy in elementary 
school — and entrepre-
neurs are jumping aboard. 
Growing up in India, Vikas 
Gupta learned to program 
at a young age and was 
amazed at what he could 
do with a basic computer 
and some software. Now, 
the father of two wants to-
day’s kids to get the same 
feeling from the coding ro-
bots his startup produces.
His company, Wonder 
Workshop, started ship-
ping Dash and Dot, a pair 
of small, programmable 
blue-and-orange robots, 
late last year. Kids can in-
teract with the devices in a 
variety of ways. In the most 
basic, kids draw a path for 
Dash, which resembles a 
small, wheeled pyramid 
made of spheres, on a tab-
let screen. They can then 
drag and drop actions 
onto its path that, for in-
stance, might cause Dash 
to beep or flash its lights in 
different colors.
More advanced kids can 
use Google’s kid-oriented 
Blockly language, or Won-
der, the company’s own 
programming language, 
to create and play games 
with both robots. The idea 
is to make building sets of 

Tech Toys:
There’s a new crop of coding toys for techie tykes  

Dash, a robot from Wonder Workshop, is displayed at the TTPM Holiday Showcase in New York. 
When it comes to computer science education, the U.S. lags beyond most other industrial coun-
tries, but some developers are hoping to change that, with robots and video games designed to 
teach kids as young as five the basics of coding. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)

An Ozobot is demonstrated during the CE Week show, in New York.
(AP Photo/Richard Drew)

increasingly complex in-
structions so intuitive and 
fun that it sparks children’s 
natural curiosity about the 
way things work.
“It’s going to be relevant 
for whichever profession 
kids choose in 20 years,” 
Gupta says. “Doctors, ar-
chitects, anyone; they will 

need to be able to under-
stand how machines work 
in order to be really, really 
good at their jobs.”
Middle school may be 
too late to start robot-
ics and coding classes, 
proponents say. By that 
point, most children have 

formed reasonably firm 
likes and dislikes, making 
them less likely to try new 
things. That’s particularly 
true when it comes to girls; 
while robotics and coding 
activities tend to be popu-
lar with both genders early 
on, the percentage of girls 
involved drops dramatical-
ly as kids get older.
Toy robots can be very 
helpful in teaching cod-
ing basics, says Chase 
Cunningham, a father of 
4- and 7-year-old girls who 
writes “The Cynja,” a com-
ic book about warriors who 
fight computer “bad guys” 
such as zombies, worms 
and botnets.
“Immediately, they get to 
see the return, because 
the robots move,” says 
Cunningham, who by day 
handles threat intelligence 
for the cybersecurity firm 
Armor. “Kids need that im-
mediate reward.”
But these kinds of toys are 
so new that there’s no way 
to know if they actually 
stimulate long-term interest 
in coding or whether they 
affect healthy brain devel-
opment.
“Kids need to directly ex-

perience things, to invent 
purely out of their imagi-
nation without any prepro-
cessed experience,” says 
Karen Sobel Lojeski, a Stony 
Brook University child-de-
velopment researcher with 
a computer-science back-
ground. The introduction of 

electronic toys at a young 
age could hinder that, she 
says.
Nader Hamda, founder of 
a handful of tech and toy 
startups, loved seeing his 
two young daughters em-
brace technology, but like 
Lojeski worried when they 
spent hours alone with their 
tablets. So, he created 
Ozobot, a tiny program-
mable robot that kids can 
play with together.
“I wanted to recreate the 
experience of the fam-
ily game night, where the 
whole family is huddled 
around the game,” he says.
Kids can program Ozobot, 
which is smaller than a golf 
ball, simply by drawing dif-
ferent colored lines and 
shapes with markers. Older 
kids can also program in 
Blockly and can even see 
what their finished code 
would look like in Javas-
cript, a language widely 
used to program websites. 
Hamda says roughly 400 
schools currently use Ozo-
bot as a hands-on teach-
ing tool.
The SPRK, from Colorado 
startup Sphero, has also 
found a niche in elemen-

tary and middle schools, 
which use the clear plastic 
robot ball to illustrate con-
cepts such as algebra and 
geometry. Among other 
things, says Sphero CEO 
Paul Berberian, the robots 
teach kids that making mis-
takes is part of learning.q
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YURI KAGEYAMA
AP Business Writer
TOKYO (AP) — Toyota is ex-
pecting to sell more than 10 
million vehicles in 2016 but 
little changed from what it 
expects to sell this year.
Toyota Motor Corp., the 
world’s top-selling auto-
maker for the last three 
years straight, said Wednes-

day it expects sales of 
10.114 million vehicles next 
year and 10.098 million 
this year. Volkswagen AG, 
which overtook Toyota in 
sales in the first half of the 
year, suffered in the sec-
ond half from an emissions 
cheating scandal. Its diesel 
cars were found equipped 
with software that cheated 

emissions tests.
Auto sales in major markets 
such as the U.S. and Japan 
weren’t expected to grow 
significantly, according to 
Toyota, while emerging 
markets that had sustained 
growth in recent years were 
off the boil. Overall auto 
sales were recently slowing 
in countries such as Thai-

land and Indonesia.
Last year, Toyota, which 
makes the Prius hybrid, 
Camry sedan and Lexus 
luxury models, sold 10.23 
million vehicles. Volkswa-
gen sold 10.14 million ve-
hicles, and General Motors 
was third at 9.92 million ve-
hicles.
Detroit-based GM, which 

makes the Cadillac and 
Open cars, was the top-
selling automaker for more 
than seven decades until 
being surpassed by Toyota 
in 2008.
GM retook the sales crown 
for one year in 2011, when a 
tsunami and quake disaster 
struck northeastern Japan, 
disrupting production.q

MARLEY JAY
AP Markets Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
climbed Wednesday after 
the Federal Reserve raised 
interest rates, a long-ex-
pected vote of confidence 
in the U.S. economy. At the 
same time investors were 
encouraged that the Fed 
emphasized that further in-
creases will be gradual.
The market was slightly 
higher at midday and rose 
steadily through the af-
ternoon after the Fed re-
leased its policy statement 
and as Fed Chair Janet 
Yellen gave a news confer-
ence explaining the Fed’s 
decision.
The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 224.18 points, 
or 1.3 percent, to 17,749.09. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index added 29.66 points, 
or 1.5 percent, to 2,073.07. 
The Nasdaq composite 
gained 75.77 points, or 1.5 
percent, to 5,071.13.
The market finished higher 
for the third day in a row, 
something that hadn’t 
happened in almost two 
months. The S&P 500 is up 3 
percent over the last three 
days.
The biggest gainers were 
sectors known for pay-
ing big dividends. Utilities 
surged 2.6 percent, while 
telecommunications and 
consumer goods mak-

ers rose 2 percent. Only 
the energy sector finished 
lower as the price of oil 
dropped and natural gas 
continued to fall.
Paul Christopher, head 
global market strategist 
at Wells Fargo Investment 
Institute, said investors 
think big dividend payers 
might pay even more out 
to shareholders and buy 
back more stock because 
as interest rates rise, they’ll 
be reluctant to spend a lot 
of money on equipment.
The Federal Reserve raised 
its main interest rate by a 
quarter of a point, a move 
that was widely anticipat-
ed in the markets. That rate 
had been near zero for 
seven years.
For months the Fed has 
been suggesting it would 
raise borrowing costs from 
their historically low levels 
because the U.S. econo-
my has improved a great 
deal since the financial 
crisis and the Great Reces-
sion. The S&P 500 has more 
than doubled since the 
Federal funds rate was cut 
to zero in 2008. Unemploy-
ment, which peaked at 10 
percent, is now at five per-
cent.
The Fed emphasized 
Wednesday that it plans to 
raise interest rates slowly.
Stephen Freedman, senior 
investment strategist at 

UBS Wealth Management 
Americas, said the Fed is 
“taking off the Band-Aid” 
because the economy has 
healed substantially.
“Three or four hikes next 
year would be, historically 
speaking, extremely slow 
and progressive,” he said. 
“The Fed is not going to 
choke the economy.”
The boost in interest rates 
lifted metals prices. The 
yield on the two-year Trea-
sury note also rose to its 
highest level in five years.

Oil prices and energy 
stocks skidded after the 
U.S. government said oil 
stockpiles grew 4.8 million 
barrels last week. The price 
of oil has plunged to its 
lowest levels in more than 
six years because supplies 
continued to rise as the 
global economy struggles.
Benchmark U.S. crude 
dropped $1.83, or 4.9 per-
cent, to close at $35.52 a 
barrel in New York. Brent 
crude, a benchmark for 
international oils, lost $1.26, 

or 3.3 percent, to $37.19 
a barrel in London. U.S. 
crude had climbed over 
the last two days after fall-
ing beneath $35 a barrel 
Monday.
Pioneer Natural Resources 
lost $10.18, or 7 percent, to 
$134.40 and Devon Energy 
dropped $1.30, or 4.1 per-
cent, to $30.57.
Natural gas, which has 
dropped to 16-year-lows, 
lost 3.2 cents to close 
at $1.79 per 1,000 cubic 
feet.q

PAUL WISEMAN
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
industrial output fell for the 
third straight month in No-
vember, another sign that 
American manufacturers 
are under stress.
American industrial pro-
duction dropped 0.6 per-

cent last month, the Fed-
eral Reserve said Wednes-
day. It was the biggest 
drop since March 2012. 
Manufacturing output was 
flat after expanding 0.3 
percent in October.
Utility output plunged 4.3 
percent as unusually warm 
weather reduced demand 

for heat. Mining produc-
tion slid 1.1 percent amid 
continued cutbacks in the 
oil and gas industry and 
a big drop in coal mining. 
Output at manufactur-
ers of cars and auto parts 
dropped 1 percent last 
month. Aircraft manufac-
turing output fell 0.7 per-

cent.
American industry is be-
ing hurt by economic 
weakness overseas and a 
strong dollar that makes 
U.S. goods more expen-
sive in foreign markets. Still, 
the American economy is 
relatively healthy thanks to 
solid consumer spending.

The Federal Reserve is ex-
pected on Wednesday to 
raise the short-term interest 
rate that it has kept near 
zero for seven years. The 
hike could push the dollar 
even higher if increased 
U.S. rates lure inves-
tors away from overseas 
markets.q

Toyota plans to sell more than 10 million vehicles next year 

US industrial production has worst month since 2012 

Specialist Edward Loggie works at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange as 
the rate decision of the Federal Reserve is announced, Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015. The Fed’s 
move to lift its key rate by a quarter-point to a range of 0.25 percent to 0.5 percent ends 
an extraordinary seven-year period of near-zero rates that began at the depths of the 2008 
financial crisis.                 (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

Stocks jump after Fed finally raises interest rates 
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JOSH FUNK
AP Business Writer
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Ca-
nadian Pacific is increas-
ing its offer to buy Norfolk 
Southern railroad by add-
ing a payment that would 
vary depending on the 
stock price of the new 
company.
Canadian Pacific CEO 
Hunter Harrison said 
Wednesday that his com-
pany remains committed 
to the deal despite Norfolk 
Southern’s opposition. He 
wants shareholders of the 
Norfolk, Virginia, railroad to 
decide whether to pursue 
it.
Norfolk Southern has al-
ready rejected two previ-
ous offers from Canadian 
Pacific, and the two rail-
roads have started issuing 
dueling news releases at 
every step of the process. 
Harrison said he still hopes 
to sit down and negotiate, 
but he is committed to the 
deal.
“If this is going to be a 
street fight, so be it,” Har-
rison said.
Norfolk Southern said in a 
statement that its board 
will carefully review the lat-
est offer, but noted that lit-
tle had changed from the 
earlier offers it rejected.
Canadian Pacific said its 
new offer could add as 
much as $3.4 billion to its 
previous offer that it esti-
mated was worth between 
$37 billion and $42 billion. 
That value is based on the 
projected value of stock 
in a new company that 
would own both railroads.
Norfolk Southern has said 
the previous offer was 
worth roughly $27 billion 

based on current share 
prices and “grossly inad-
equate.”
In the latest offer, Canadi-
an Pacific is offering to pay 
Norfolk Southern investors 
up to roughly $11.30 per 
share more if shares of the 
combined company are 
worth less than $175 in Oc-
tober 2017. But if the shares 
are worth more than $175, 
that payment would be re-
duced to zero.
One of the key questions 
is whether federal regula-
tors would approve such a 
merger. No major railroad 
mergers have been com-
pleted since the Surface 
Transportation Board is-
sued tough rules for them 
in 2001.
S&P Capital IQ analyst Jim 
Corridore said he thinks 
there is little chance that 
regulators will approve 
this deal, and he expects 
Norfolk Southern to reject 
this latest offer, so a proxy 
battle appears likely.
Canadian Pacific officials 
remain confident this deal 
would be approved be-
cause they have included 
several details designed to 
increase competition be-
tween railroads.
But Norfolk Southern has 
said it doesn’t think regu-
lators would approve the 
deal, so investors are bet-
ter off if the railroad re-
mains independent.
Canadian Pacific’s offer 
has the support of board 
member Bill Ackman, who 
leads activist investment 
firm Pershing Square. Ack-
man said Wednesday that 
if this Norfolk Southern deal 
fails, Canadian Pacific will 
pursue other railroads.q

LINDA A. JOHNSON
AP Business Writer
Embattled Valeant Phar-
maceuticals Inc. has 
slashed its expectations 
for the fourth quarter and 
all of 2015 and issued a 
guarded outlook for 2016, 
primarily due to lower sales 
after Congressional and 
media scrutiny forced it to 
end a questionable distri-
bution arrangement for its 
lucrative dermatology and 
ophthalmology medicines.
Chief Executive Officer 
Michael Pearson said 
Wednesday that Valeant 
should be judged based 
on its ongoing growth and 
strategy and its “great 
brands,” not its small re-
search budget or the con-
troversial businesspractices 
that have triggered gov-
ernment probes and cre-
ated turmoil.
“We’ve ignored the ex-

ternal factors and we’re 
continuing to grow, grow, 
grow. We should be mea-
sured on that,” Pearson 
told analysts and investors 
during a half-day presen-
tation on the company’s 
commercial operations 
and research programs.
Company officials refused 
to answer any analyst 
questions on the investi-
gations or the company’s 
much-criticized drug price 
hikes.
Shares of the Canadian 
drug company jumped 
8.7 percent, or $9.55, to 
$119.55 in midday trading 

Wednesday, continuing a 
rally that started Tuesday 
after Valeant announced 
a new distribution deal with 
Walgreens to replace the 
one it ended with specialty 
mail-order pharmacy Ph-
ilidor, along with plans to 
line up more pharmacies 
to sell its products.
The stock had tumbled 
since hitting an all-time 
high in August, as Vale-
ant’s business model and 
pricing were scrutinized by 
industry analysts and mem-
bers of Congress.
Valeant on Wednesday 
lowered its per-share 2015 
profit expectations to 
$10.23 to $10.33, from be-
tween $11.67 and $11.87 — 
well short of the $11.11 that 
Wall Street had projected. 
Valeant also chopped 
its outlook for the current 
quarter to between $2.55 
and $2.65 per share, from 

$4.00 to $4.20. Analysts ex-
pect, on average, $3.47 
per share.
For 2016, Valeant expects 
adjusted earnings to range 
between $13.25 and $13.75 
per share, below expecta-
tions for $14.20.
Chief Financial Officer Rob-
ert Rosiello said the 2015 
forecast was hurt by an ex-
pected reduction of $600 
million in revenue, or $1.45 
per share. That includes 
the costs of ending its Ph-
ilidor distribution deal — re-
sponsible for nearly all of 
the 20 percent drop in pre-
scriptions filled in the fourth 

quarter — and transition-
ing to the new Walgreens 
deal, plus canceling some 
planned price increases.
“You’ll not see abnormally 
high price increases at all, 
this year or next,” Pearson 
said.
Valeant has grown rap-
idly since Pearson joined 
the then-small company 
in 2008 and instituted a 
strategy of buying smaller 
drug developers, hiking 
drug prices and then slash-
ing spending on research 
on new drugs. Among the 
more egregious examples, 
Valeant bought the life-
saving heart drugs Nitro-
press and Isuprel in Febru-
ary, then tripled the price 
of one and raised the other 
sixfold.
Pearson noted the compa-
ny was the first to do a tax 
inversion, moving its official 
tax headquarters from the 

U.S. to Laval, Quebec, to 
reduce its tax rate, and 
that it now has the phar-
maceutical industry’s low-
est tax rate.
He said Valeant could 
get three new drugs ap-
proved next year, when 
the company plans to use 
its cash flow to pay down 
debt, rather than acquire 
more businesses.
“Next year, we’ll be about 
a $13 billion company. We 
will have double-digit or-
ganic growth, not just next 
year, but the year after 
that and the year after,” 
Pearson predicted.q

Surveyors work next to Canadian Pacific Rail trains which are 
parked on the train tracks in Toronto. 

(AP Photo/Nathan Denette)

Canadian Pacific sweetens its 
offer to buy Norfolk Southern 

This photo shows the head office and logo of Valeant Pharmaceuticals in Montreal. Valeant has 
issued a guarded outlook for 2016, primarily due to lower sales. 

(Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press/AP)

Valeant’s outlook for 2016 grows grim 
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Aruba Foundation
For those Visually Incapasitated

FUNDACION
Anti-Droga
Aruba

FUNDACION
Respetami

Centro Diabetic Arubano

Narcotics Anonymous

Women in Difficulties
Foundation

Tel: 582-5051

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999

Tel: 582-4433

Tel: 524-8888

Tel: 583-8989

Tel: 583-5400

Oranjestad

EMERGENCIA
911

POLICE

ORANJESTAD
NOORD
STA. CRUZ
SAN NICOLAS
POLICE TIPLINE      11141

100

527-3140
527-3200
527-2900
584-5000

FIRE DEPT.
FIRE DEPT.
HOSPITAL
DENTAL CLINIC
AMBULANCE
CENTRO MEDICO

115
582-1108
527-4000
587-9850
582-1234
523-8833

PHARMACY

INFORMATION
TAXI-TAS
PROF. TAXI
TAXI D.T.S.
SERVICE ARUBA

118
587-5900
588-0035
587-2300
583-3232

CRUISESHIP

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Bloodbank Aruba
Tel: 587-0002

QUOTA Club

Tel: 525-2672

TIMESHARE FOR SALE
RENAISSANCE 
Week    room           price

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200
vr.realty@mac.com
____________________________

Aruba Aiport
American Airline
Avianca
Aruba Airlines
Jet Blue
Surinam
Tiara Air
Venezolana

524-2424
582-2700
588-0059
583-8300
588-2244
582-7896
588-4272
583-7674

wk 38   room 529    $4,750
wk 40   room 336    $3,750
wk 40   room 105    $5,000
wk 42   room 338    $4,000
wk 43   room 329    $3,250
wk 49   room 144    $5,500
wk 50   room 546   $6,000
wk 49   room 2571 $3,750
wk 48   room 517    $3,750
wk 48 or 49 room 119  $4,750
wk 48 or 49 room 551  $5,500
wk 49 or 50 room 203  $5,500
wk 21 or 22 room 347  $4,000
wk 51    room 347 $12,500    

   San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794
  Oranjestad: Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007

December 17
Serenade of the Seas

204201

203667

204197

For Rent
Aruba Breeze Condominium
Special price 2 bedroom
$128 - $143 per night
pls call 732-2788
info@arubabreeze.com
________________________

Time Share For Sale by Owner
Divi Golf 
week 51, x-mas wk, unit 4206, 2 
rm
suite, lock off master. sleep 4, 2 
baths, elegant furnishing, granite 
kitchen, washer dryer, steps to 
affinity pool 2016-7 special 
assessment, priced below 
market, $5900 26 wks left on 
contract, equity value $13,500 
local 565-9394 after 12/11 or
rmwjmw@aol.com           508 651 0016
__________________________

204159

Time -Share for sale / rent 
La Cabana wk 49
ground floor one bdr unit 105C
Friday starts step to pool, ocean 
view  $2975 and wk 50
La Quinta  
1 br unit 2304 for rent 2015 $725 
or buy $$2075 
Local 565-9394 or
508-651-0016 
e-mail: usmc53w@aol.com
________________________

204212

204212

204212

204212

204212

FOR SALE
La Cabana BRC
1 bedroom wk 49,50 in the 
4th floor overlook 
the pool/ocean 
Sunday check in.
Price: US$4,500 each
More info 
Call 297 630 1307

info@arubatimetravel.com

www.arubatimetravel.com

__________________________

Time Share Resale 
Divi Links Golf
Studio week 48,49,50 
Ground Floor
walk right to the pool with 30 
weeks remain on the contract ,
Price :$6500 each
More Info Call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com
_____________________________

Time Share Resale
Renaissance Suites
1 bedroom week 51 Room#2542
Harbor Ocean View Price:$9000
1 Bedroom Week 51 Room 
#2353
Private Island Ocean View 
Price:$9000
More Info Call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com
___________________________
Marriott  Aruba Surf Club 
2 Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$9000
2 Bedroom Gold O.S. Price :$9500
2 Bedroom Gold O.F. Price :$14500
3 Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$17000
2 Bedroom Platinum O.V. Price: 
$18000
2 Bedroom Platinum O.S. 
Price: $19000
2 Bedroom Platinum O.F.
Price: $30000
week 51 O.V. Price: $42000
week 51 O.S. Price : $46000
week 52  O.V. Price: $50.000 
more info call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com
_____________________________

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
1 bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$7000
1Bedroom Gold O.F. Price :$8500
2Bedroom Gold O.V. Price :$9500
2 Bedroom Gold O.F. Price:$14500
1 Bedroom Platinum O.V. 
Price:$12000
2 Bedroom Platinum O.V. 
Price:$18000
2 Bedroom Platinum O.F. 
Price: $30000
more info call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com
_____________________________

204217

204225

FOR SALE
Condo in Gold Coast
Everything’s included in this 
2 Br  2 1/2 bath unit check it 
out now at
www.arubarental.info
or call 562-0735 free pick up 
____________________________

Gold Coast  Property
For Sale
1 Towhouse
1 Apartment
Sunset Residences
1 apartment for sale
For info call 594 1496
____________________________

 
 
     

Dr. Sneek
Tanki Flip  30H
Tel. 587-7100
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204226

Last Minute Rent
Tropicana Resort 
3 bedroom Sleep 8 check in date 
20 December to 27 December 
2015 
Price: $1300
More Info Call:(297) 630-1307
info@arubatimetravel.com
www.arubatimetravel.com
_____________________________

__________

YURI KAGEYAMA
AP Business Writer
TOKYO (AP) — The man leading the daunting task of 
dealing with the Fukushima nuclear plant that sank 
into meltdowns in northeastern Japan warns with sur-
prising candor: Nothing can be promised.
How long will it take to decommission the three 
breached reactors, and how will it be accomplished, 
when not even robots have been able to enter the 
main fuel-debris areas so far? How much will it ulti-
mately cost? Naohiro Masuda, tapped last year as 
chief of decontamination and decommissioning for 
plant owner Tokyo Electric Power Co., acknowledges 
he is a long way from answering those questions de-
finitively.
“This is something that has never been experienced. 
A textbook doesn’t exist for something like this,” Ma-
suda told The Associated Press in an interview at TEP-
CO’s Tokyo headquarters this week.
It’s only recently the daily situation at Fukushima Dai-
ichi has even started to approach “normal,” he said. 
Since the March 2011 meltdowns, TEPCO has had to 
face one huge challenge after another, including 
storing masses of leaking radioactive water, clearing 
up rubble and removing fuel rods from a crumbled 
building.
“Before, it was a war zone,” Masuda said quietly.
Masuda’s approach contrasts with the sometimes 
ambitious, sometimes wishful announcements by the 
Japanese government, which pronounced the disas-
ter “under control” as early as late 2011, just months 
after a devastating tsunami knocked out power to 
the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant, setting off the 
meltdowns.
But in June, the government and TEPCO acknowl-
edged the target dates in the official “roadmap” for 
decommissioning had to be pushed back by about 
two years. Now even the most optimistic projections 
estimate the work will take about half a century.
Masuda said without hesitation that more delays 
could be in order. No one knows exactly where the 
melted nuclear debris is sitting in the reactors, let 
alone how exactly the debris might be taken out. 
Computer simulation and speculative images are all 
he has so far.
New science will have to be invented for the plant 
to be cleaned up. Each step of the way, safety and 
consequences must be weighed, for workers and for 
the environment alike, Masuda added.
Under the latest plan, the removal of the fuel debris 
is expected to start within a decade. Still, Masuda lik-
ened such goals to reminders not to slack off, rather 
than hard deadlines based on real-life assessments.
The March 2011 catastrophe is unprecedented. Un-
like the 1979 partial meltdown at Three Mile Island in 
the U.S., the containment, where the morass of fuel 
lies, has been breached at Fukushima Dai-ichi plant. 
Radioactive water is piling up: 300 tons a day by the 
latest count.q

MALCOLM RITTER
AP Science Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — The 
warming Arctic has set an-
other record.
The average air tem-
perature over Arctic land 
reached 2.3 degrees F (1.3 
degrees C) above aver-
age for the year ending 
in September. That’s the 
highest since observations 
began in 1900. The new 
mark was noted in the an-
nual Arctic Report Card, 
released this week by the 
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration. 
The Arctic centers on the 
North Pole and reaches 
into North America and 
Eurasia. “Warming is hap-
pening more than twice as 
fast in the Arctic than any-
where else in the world. We 
know this is due to climate 
change,” NOAA chief sci-
entist Rick Spinrad told re-
porters in San Francisco at 
a meeting of the American 
Geophysical Union.
Another record emerged 
for sea ice, which appears 
when Arctic Ocean water 
freezes. When it reached 
its peak coverage in Feb-
ruary, it was the lowest 
maximum extent since re-

cords began in 1979. The 
minimum ice coverage, 
reached in September, 
was the fourth lowest on 
record. The retreat of sea 
ice is considered a threat 
to animals like walruses, 
which use it for mating, giv-
ing birth and getting out of 
the water.
Walruses can use land in-
stead to leave the water, 
but they are crowding 

onto beaches where a 
stampede can be devas-
tating for calves, two edi-
tors of the report card told 
AP. Walruses have been 
hauling themselves out on 
land in northwest Alaska, a 
recent phenomenon, Mar-
tin Jeffries of the federal 
Office of Naval Research 
and Jackie Richter-Menge 
of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers wrote in a joint 
email.q

AP Interview: Fukushima chief 
says ‘no textbook’ for cleanup 

This 2008 photo made with a fisheye lens shows ice floes in 
Baffin Bay above the Arctic Circle, seen from the Canadian 
Coast Guard icebreaker Louis S. St-Laurent. In the annual Arctic 
Report Card, released Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2015 by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, a record emerged 
for sea ice, which appears when Arctic Ocean water freezes. 
When its extent peaked for the year in February 2015, it was 
the lowest maximum coverage since records began in 1979. 
Scientists had previously announced that the minimum extent, 
reached in September 2015, was the fourth lowest on record. 

(AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Jonathan Hayward)

Arctic posts record warmth over land; less ice 
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JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Cue the 
scrolling of yellow words 
into outer space: “Star 
Wars” is back.
It has taken more than $4 
billion, the passing of the 
torch from George Lucas 
to J.J. Abrams and enough 
anticipation to fuel a Death 
Star, but the force has final-
ly been stirred. Countdown 
clocks, set in October 2012 
when the Walt Disney Co. 
purchased Lucasfilm, will 
hit zero on Thursday night 
in the US when “The Force 
Awakens” debuts. 
Once again, packed mov-
ie theaters will echo with 
the rousing themes of John 
Williams and the buzz of 
lightsabers.
The opening follows a year 
of intensely watched drib-
bles of trailer footage, one 
of the grandest premieres 
in Hollywood history and 
a largely glowing critical 
response that has pushed 
fan fervor into hyper-speed 
__ even as many die-hards, 
clutching their advance 
tickets, cover their ears and 
anxiously yell “No spoilers!”
Much is at stake, 
from the bottom line of Dis-
ney to the hearts of “Star 
Wars” devotees whose 
faith was severely tested 
(but far from extinguished) 
the last time “Star Wars” re-
turned: in 1999 with the first 
of a clunky trilogy of pre-
quels.
As the galaxy far, far away 
again descends over the 
globe, a handful of ques-
tions surround “The Force 
Awakens.”

IS IT ANY GOOD?
Critics, embargoed until 
early Wednesday morning, 
have roundly praised “The 
Force Awakens” as a return 
to form for the franchise 
and a loving resurrection of 
the space opera. 
The general feeling is that 
the movie balances old 
(the original stars, hand-
crafted effects) and new 
(the heirs apparent Daisy 
Ridley and John Boyega) 
in a kind of greatest hits of 
“Star Wars” that, while it 
may not chart much new 
ground, flows with the spirit 
of the original movies. The 
force is strong with it.

The New York Times’ Mano-
hla Dargis said “it seamless-
ly balances cozy favorites 
... and new kinetic wows.” 
Variety’s Justin Lang wrote 
that the film reinvigorates 
the saga, even if “fan ser-
vice takes priority here over 
a somewhat thin, deriva-
tive story.”
 The AP’s Lindsey Bahr said 
the film “is no more and 
no less than the movie 
that made us love it in the 
first place. In fact, it’s basi-
cally the same thing.” Ulti-
mate judgment, however, 
doesn’t sit with critics but 
with the fans.

HOW MUCH WILL IT MAKE?
For months it’s been the fa-
vorite parlor game of the 
movie industry. Will it pass 
the record $208.8 million 
domestic debut of “Juras-
sic World” in June? The 
December marketplace is 
a different beast than the 
early summer; the previous 
top December opening is 
the $84.6 million for 2012’s 
“The Hobbit: An Unexpect-
ed Journey.”
It goes without saying that 
“The Force Awakens” will 
smash that. 
It’s already sold more than 
$100 million worth of pre-
sales. Rival studio execu-
tives peg a debut above 
$200 million and likely sur-
passing “Jurassic World.”
Analysts, though, caution 
that the opening weekend 
is only part of the story for 
“The Force Awakens.” Giv-
en Disney’s investment and 
planned rollout of sequels 
and spinoffs for years to 
come, the more significant 
box-office fate of “The 
Force Awakens” will be told 
over weeks and months.
“The real key here is where 
we are in March,” says Paul 
Dergarabedian, senior 
media analyst for box of-
fice data firm Rentrak. “This 
movie gets into the $1 bil-
lion club without breaking 
a sweat.”
While the film’s all-power-
ful merchandising soaks 
up holiday sales, Disney 
will hope that “The Force 
Awakens” plays like “Ava-
tar” and “Titanic” __ movies 
that remained top draws 
through January and ben-
efited from repeat view-
ings. The film opens most 

Hit the alarm: ‘Star Wars’ wakes again with new release 

This photo provided by Disney/Lucasfilm shows stormtroopers in a scene from the new film, “Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens.” 

(Film Frame/Lucasfilm via AP)

everywhere internationally 
this weekend, but doesn’t 
lands in China until Jan. 9.

WHO’S THE BREAKOUT 
STAR?
There are many contend-

ers here, led by the fierce 
Ridley and Boyega, who 
adds to the humor that runs 
throughout the film. Har-
rison Ford, too, has drawn 
some of his best reviews 
in decades for his reprisal 

of Han Solo. But there’s no 
question: the scene-stealer 
of “The Force Awakens” is 
BB-8, the puppy-like droid 
who bleeps and bloops 
and rolls away with the 
movie.q
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Cosby’s attorneys move suit to federal court  

Rights groups lobby Nicki Minaj to cancel concert in Angola  

JOE MANDAK
Associated Press
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Bill Cos-
by’s attorneys have moved 
a defamation lawsuit by 
a Pittsburgh-area woman 
from state to federal court.
The document filed early 
Wednesday is known as 
a notice of removal. It lets 
someone move a lawsuit 
to federal court if the par-
ties live in different legal ju-
risdictions.
The filing indicates Cosby 
is a resident of Massachu-
setts, while his accuser, 
Renita Hill, lives in the Pitts-
burgh suburb of Baldwin.
“Whether our claims are 
ultimately litigated in state 
or federal court, Renita re-
mains resolute in her aim to 
see that Bill Cosby is held 
accountable for his ac-
tions,” her attorney, George 
Kontos, said Wednesday.
The 48-year-old woman 

sued in October claim-
ing Cosby drugged and 
had sex with her several 
times after they met on a 
children’s educational TV 
show in 1983. Hill claims 
that went on for about four 
years, starting when she 
was 16, and that Cosby 
helped pay for her college, 
and would fly her to cities 
where he was performing 
and provide her with hotel 
rooms where he’d have sex 
with her.
Hill’s defamation lawsuit 
contends Cosby’s blanket 
denials that he sexually 
abused women make her 
out to be an opportunistic 
liar.
Efrem Grail, the Pittsburgh-
based attorney who filed 
the notice of removal, said 
he forwarded a request 
for comment to Cosby’s 
camp, which didn’t imme-
diately comment on the 

motion, or Hill’s allegations.
On Monday, Cosby filed 
counterclaims in federal 
court in Boston against sev-
en women who are suing 
him there for defamation. 
Like Hill, those women con-
tend Cosby defamed them 
by allowing his representa-
tives to brand them as liars.
In the countersuit, Cosby 
claims the women made 
“malicious, opportunistic, 
and false and defamatory 
accusations” of sexual mis-
conduct against him that 
are “nothing more than an 
opportunistic attempt to 
extract financial gain from 
him.” Cosby’s attorneys 
haven’t filed a response to 
Hill’s lawsuit.
Hill and the Massachusetts 
women are among ap-
proximately 50 who have 
accused the comedian of 
rape or unwanted sexual 
contact.q

Nicki Minaj speaks at a concert in Los Angeles. Rights groups are lobbying Minaj to cancel her 
upcoming concert in Angola, a southern African country often criticized for human rights abuses 
and corruption. 

(Photo by Rich Fury/Invision/AP)

LYNSEY CHUTEL
Associated Press
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Rights groups are lobbying 
rapper Nicki Minaj to can-
cel her upcoming concert 
in Angola, a southern Afri-
can country often criticized 
for human rights abuses 
and corruption.
Minaj is set to perform in the 
capital, Luanda, in a holi-
day season concert orga-
nized by Angolan mobile 
phone company Unitel, 

according to local media 
reports.
“Guess who’s performing 
in Angola Dec 19th at the 
Unitel Christmas Festival,” 
Minaj tweeted, also sharing 
the event’s poster on her 
Instagram account. The 
award-winning rapper will 
share the stage with local 
acts at the stadium con-
cert, according to the Uni-
tel website.
The Angolan president’s 
daughter owns a large 

stake in Unitel, the coun-
try’s biggest mobile phone 
network, according to the 
Human Rights Foundation.
“Nicki Minaj is a global art-
ist,” the foundation’s presi-
dent, Thor Halvorssen, said 
in a statement. 
“There is no good reason 
for her to do business with 
the corrupt Angolan dic-
tatorship and endorse the 
ruler’s family company.”
A representative for Minaj 
did not immediately re-

spond to a request for 
comment.
The group has written a let-
ter to Minaj, urging her to 
cancel the performance 
and instead support a lo-
cal rapper who was jailed 
along with other youth ac-
tivists.
“As a strong-willed inde-
pendent artist, shouldn’t 
you be advocating for the 
release of the imprisoned 
rapper Luaty Beirao (who 
was arrested in June and 

charged with preparing a 
rebellion) rather than en-
tertaining the dictator and 
his thieving family?” the let-
ter read.
“Nicki Minaj is following in 
the footsteps of Mariah Car-
ey, callously taking money 
from a dictator who’s been 
in power for nearly four de-
cades,” said Jeffrey Smith, 
Africa policy director for 
the Robert F. Kennedy Hu-
man Rights group.q
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LYNN ELBER
AP Television Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Be-
fore Fox TV’s “Empire” was 
a proven success, before 
any product licensing 
deals were signed, at least 
one eager retailer was get-
ting in on the act.
Shayne Oliver, the founder 
of clothing label Hood by 
Air, says he was so inspired 
by the drama and its strong 
female characters, includ-
ing Taraji P. Henson’s Cook-
ie Lyon, that he had loud-
speakers boom a snippet 
of “Empire” dialogue at his 
New York runway show last 
February.
Now Hood by Air is an offi-
cial part of the Fox compa-
ny’s carefully plotted and 
expanding merchandising 
“lifestyle” effort for “Em-
pire” — in only its second 
season — that goes way 
beyond standard “Team 
Cookie” T-shirt fanwear 
and can take a TV show 
years of popularity to earn.
The younger-skewing ap-
peal of “Empire,” the en-
thusiasm of up-and-com-
ing brands like Hood by 
Air and the acceleration 
of fashion and retailing in 
general have combined to 
make the series a retailing 
whiz kid.
“It just feels great to be in-
volved with something we 
actually like. ... something 
that inspires us and we’re 
passionate about,” Oliver 

DAVID BAUDER
AP Television Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — The PBS 
series “Finding Your Roots” 
has discovered that po-
litical television’s polar op-
posite Bills — Maher and 
O’Reilly — are distant cous-
ins.
The revelation shocks the 
two men as it seems to 
tickle the show’s host, Har-
vard University professor 
Henry Louis Gates Jr. The 
series, which had been 
put on hold following rev-
elations that actor Ben 
Affleck sought to quash 
news that he had a slave-
owning ancestor, begins 
its third season Jan. 5. The 
Maher-O’Reilly episode airs 
a week later.

The pugnacious Fox News 
Channel host is shown with 
the series-prepared book 
of his ancestry in front of 
him and is told he has a 
familial tie to another well-
known personality.
He turns a page to see a 
picture of Maher, the liberal 
host of HBO’s “Real Time.”
“Oh, geez,” he said. 
“You’re going to have to 
put him on 24-hour medical 
watch. This ruins his career. 
This destroys him.”
Maher is more measured 
when he sees the O’Reilly 
picture in his book.
“It just shows you what a 
great place America is,” 
he said. “Because we’re 
about as opposite as you 
can possibly get.”

The family ties go back — 
way back — and were dis-
covered through DNA test-
ing as opposed to a paper 
trail of a family tree.
Through testing of their Y 
chromosomes, which are 
passed through male fam-
ily lines, both men share a 
common male ancestor 
from Kingdom of Breifne in 
Ireland, which was in place 
from the 13th through the 
17th centuries, said CeCe 
Moore, the show’s DNA 
consultant.
Separate autosomal DNA 
testing, which tracks de-
scendants of both sexes, 
also indicates the men 
share an ancestor. This test-
ing measures ties that date 
back about 500 years; the 

two tests could have spot-
ted the same common an-
cestor found through the 
Y chromosome or perhaps 
they had more than one, 
she said.
“We’re all connected if 
you go back far enough,” 
Moore said. “These two are 
a little bit more recent than 
most of us.”
Once the tie was discov-
ered, “putting them in the 
same show became irresist-
ible,” Gates said. Journal-
ist Soledad O’Brien, who 
discovered a distant con-
nection to late-night talk 
show host Stephen Colbert, 
is also featured on the Jan. 
12 episode.
The paper trail for both 
men uncovered interest-

ing descendants. A Maher 
ancestor was a prominent 
New York union boss while 
the first O’Reilly to come to 
the U.S. escaped the Irish 
potato famine at age 16 
to come to New York and 
open a saloon.
Maya Rudolph, Shonda 
Rhimes, Jimmy Kimmel, 
Sen. John McCain, Dustin 
Hoffman and Sean “Puffy” 
Combs are among the 
personalities whose back-
grounds are traced in the 
upcoming “Finding Your 
Roots” season. The Affleck 
revelations, which forced 
a more rigorous and inde-
pendent system on pro-
ducers, did not scare away 
any potential subjects, 
Gates said.q

PBS series finds these 2 very unlikely Bills are related

Fox’s ‘Empire’: Turning a hit show into a retail star 

In this photo provided by Saks Fifth Avenue, a collection of merchandise inspired by the looks and 
styles of the Fox television show, “Empire,” took over the windows at the flagship Saks store in New 
York. The Fox television series, “Empire,” is at the center of an aggressive merchandising “lifestyle” 
campaign that is capitalizing on the show’s popularity. 

(Saks Fifth Avenue via AP)

said. Cookie, who may be 
TV’s most influential fash-
ion figure since the shoul-
der-pad-wearing women 
of “Dynasty,” has earned 
a “Cookie’s Closet” blog 
from Fox. It dissects her 
wardrobe episode-by-epi-
sode so viewers know that 
was a $2,500 Gucci black 
leather dress she wore — 
and where they can find a 
$98 version.
Saks Fifth Avenue, MCM 
and Jimmy Choo are 

among the high-end retail-
ers and licensees joining 
the “Empire” bandwagon 
that’s just getting rolling, 
according to the 21st Cen-
tury Fox division that’s or-
chestrating the selling of 
the saga about family, mu-
sic and power.
There are still T-shirts to be 
had, from Fox’s own online 
“Empire” store and in the 
$30 range. But go further 
afield and there’s a $200 
dress, $1,200 sport coat, 

$1,500 handbag and $950 
high heels for fans willing to 
splurge to get the show’s 
glamorous looks for them-
selves. Other items under 
consideration by Fox in-
clude watches, fragrances 
and eyeglasses. The series 
became an immediate 
touchstone for pop cul-
ture and style after its de-
but last January, said Jef-
frey Godsick, president of 
20th Century Fox Consum-
er Products, allowing the 

company to “approach it 
as a brand, as opposed to 
doing merchandise for a 
television show.”
The rush to extend “Em-
pire” from TV and into 
stores meant that, initially, 
already manufactured 
clothes and accessories 
were “curated” and given 
the drama’s seal of ap-
proval. Some were put on 
prominent display in nearly 
a dozen windows of Saks’ 
Manhattan flagship loca-
tion and in its Beverly Hills 
store.
Long-established leather 
goods maker MCM was in-
cluded in the windows and 
got the benefit of in-show 
product placement as 
well. In one scene featur-
ing Henson and Bryshere Y. 
Gray, who plays Cookie’s 
son Hakeem, their co-star 
was a rivet-studded MCM 
Berlin briefcase.
MCM had to increase 
production on the case 
to keep up with demand, 
which the company attri-
butes in part to the “Em-
pire” effect.
“The reach of the show is in 
the 18-to-49 demographic, 
our key target customer,” 
said Patrick J. Valeo III, 
president of MCM, The 
Americas. “We don’t want 
to be your parents’ or 
grandparents’ handbag. 
It’s about new-school lux-
ury.” q
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ADAM GELLER
AP National Writer
When a devastating heat 
wave hit India this year, it 
killed more than 2,500 peo-
ple and melted the pave-
ment of New Delhi’s streets. 
In California, where an or-
dinary year sees mountain 
snow pile 6-feet (1.83-me-
ters) deep or more — sup-
plying much drinking water 
— surveyors had nothing to 
measure in some spots but 
bare grass.
By the time 2015 is over, it is 
certain to go down as the 
warmest year on record. 
But if the heat was unset-
tling, it also set the tone 
for many of the headlines 
that defined the year, even 
when they ranged far be-
yond matters of extreme 
weather or changing cli-
mate.
From searing tragedies to 
blistering campaign rheto-
ric to boiling crises, the top 
news of 2015 made for one 
of the hottest years in re-
cent memory, literally and 
figuratively.
In a year that visited car-
nage upon worshippers 
who opened their church 
to a stranger in Charleston, 
South Carolina, and fans 
who gathered on a Friday 
night for a rock concert 
in the center of Paris, the 
news left the public with 
little refuge. Headlines spot-
lighting bloody clashes for 
control of Syria and the an-
gry debate over whether to 
take in those fleeing the vi-
olence, radiated heat, but 
often not much light.
Instead, many of the year’s 
biggest news stories fueled 
a narrative of intensifying 
conflict.
It began just days into the 
new year, when two broth-
ers who called themselves 
members of al-Qaida 
forced their way in to the 
offices of Paris humor mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo and a 
nearby Jewish market, gun-
ning down 17.
“Our great and beautiful 
France will never break, 
will never yield, will never 
bend,” President Francois 
Hollande told those gath-
ered days later to honor 
two police officers killed in 
the assault. But by year’s 
end, France was hardly 
alone in its vulnerability.

In the U.S., the tensions 
of the old year bled into 
the new one. In Baltimore, 
the April death of Freddie 
Gray, a black man tossed 
in the back of a van by po-
lice officers, set off rioting 
whose destruction echoed 
that in Ferguson, Missouri, 
the previous year. In North 
Charleston, South Caro-

lina, Tulsa and Chicago, 
police shootings of black 
men prompted resignations 
and indictments. A protest 
at the University of Missouri 
over racial discrimination 
forced the departure of the 
school’s president.
In June, a young man in-
vited into a Bible study at 
the Emanuel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, opened fire, 
killing nine. The shooter was 
white. All the victims, in-
cluding the congregation’s 
pastor, were black, killed in 
an attack police said was 
motivated by racial hatred.
But, along with the grief, 
the alleged killer’s venera-
tion of the Confederate 
flag ignited pained debate 
over the Civil War banner’s 
place in modern Southern 
life.
“I cannot believe that we 
do not have the heart in 
this body to do something 
meaningful such as take 
a symbol of hate off these 
grounds,” Jenny Anderson 
Horne, a Republican state 

representative, said in an 
emotional speech deliv-
ered on the chamber’s 
floor. “I have heard enough 
about heritage.”
The flag came down, at 
least in South Carolina. But 
the heat did not let up.
In July, a Kuwait-born en-
gineer shot and killed four 
Marines and a sailor at a 

military recruiting center 
and a U.S. Navy Reserve 
center in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.
In August, a live morning 
news broadcast erupted in 
gunfire when a man fired 
from the Roanoke, Virginia, 
station more than two years 
earlier killed a camera-
man and a reporter — and 
filmed himself committing 
the crime.
In October, a 26-year-old 
student at a community 
college outside Roseburg, 
Oregon, shot and killed a 
professor and eight fellow 
students during their writing 
and English classes.
In November, three people 
were gunned down at a 
Planned Parenthood clinic 
in Colorado Springs. The 
alleged gunman, appre-
hended after a five-hour 
standoff, told authorities: 
“No more baby parts.”
But as politicians and advo-
cates clashed over abor-
tion, guns, race and reli-
gious extremism, there was 
little, if any, movement to-

ward resolution.
The heat of the campaign 
season was paralleled by 
the weather, itself. Global 
temperatures hit records 
in eight of the year’s first 
10 months, with scientists 
pointing to a potent El Nino 
pattern combined with ac-
celerating human-caused 
climate change.

“This is all bad news for the 
planet,” said Michel Jar-
raud, secretary-general of 
the United Nations’ weath-
er agency, in announcing 
that 2015 would almost cer-
tainly break the annual re-
cord for warmth set just last 
year.
But the most closely read 
statement on climate 
change came not from a 
scientist but Pope Francis — 
who, in fact, is trained as a 
chemist.
“Doomsday predictions 
can no longer be met with 
irony or disdain,” he said in 
a June encyclical, plead-
ing for action. “The pace 
of consumption, waste and 
environmental change has 
so stretched the planet’s 
capacity that our contem-
porary lifestyle, unsustain-
able as it is, can only pre-
cipitate catastrophes...”
Francis sounded that mes-
sage again when he visited 
the U.S. in September, tak-
ing the floor of the House 
of Representatives. Officials 
from nearly 200 countries 

followed through in a De-
cember conference out-
side Paris, culminating years 
of negotiation with a first-
of-its-kind pact to fight cli-
mate change by reducing 
greenhouse gas pollution.
That step toward resolution, 
though, was an anomaly in 
a climate of rising tension.
Month after month, mi-
grants surged into Europe 
from the roiling Middle East, 
with scores drowning in the 
Mediterranean, packing 
refugee camps as coun-
tries struggled to respond.
In Tunisia, terrorists killed 
22, mostly European tour-
ists, at a museum in March 
and another 39 tourists at a 
beach resort in June.
In October, a Russian airlin-
er crashed in the Egyptian 
desert, killing 224, and a 
bomb was blamed. A pair 
of suicide bombers killed 
more than 40 people in 
Beirut in November. The Is-
lamic State group claimed 
responsibility for that at-
tack and for downing the 
jet, contradicting Egyptian 
investigators’ assertion that 
there was no indication of 
any “illegal or terrorist act.”
The threat, though, would 
not stay contained to 
the Middle East. On a Fri-
day night six weeks be-
fore Christmas, eight Islam-
ic State terrorists, wielding 
rifles and suicide belts, killed 
130 people in closely co-
ordinated assaults around 
Paris. “This attack is the first 
of the storm and a warning 
to those who wish to learn,” 
the group said in a commu-
nique distributed via social 
media. The attack spurred 
a cross-border manhunt. 
But it simultaneously refo-
cused attention on the civil 
war that has enveloped 
Syria since 2011, killing more 
than 250,000 and uprooting 
millions, creating a vacuum 
filled by Islamic extremists 
and, increasingly, drawing 
governments from far be-
yond the region into a vor-
tex of conflicting agendas.
Just three weeks after Paris, 
Syed Farook, and his wife, 
Tashfeen Malik, masked 
and clad in tactical vests, 
opened fire on his co-work-
ers in San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia as they gathered for 
a holiday meeting, killing 14 
and wounding 21.q

In this August 2015 file photo, CalFire firefighter Bo Santiago lights a backfire as the Rocky fire 
burns near Clearlake, Calif. A new study by the Public Policy Institute of California says dying 
wildlife, bigger wildfires and drying-up farm towns will be the biggest crises if California’s four-
year drought continues.                 (AP Photo/Josh Edelson)

Record heat sets the tone for year’s searing headlines 


